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The Diablo Valley 

League of Women Voters Diablo Valley and the  

Contra Costa County Office of Public Education 

present: 

 

Improving Funding for Public Schools  
 

Tuesday, Sept 29 

7 ɬ 9 pm 
 

Location: Contra Costa County Office of Public Education 

77 Santa Barbara Street, Pleasant Hill 

 

6ÏàɯËÖÕɀÛɯÖÜÙɯÚÊÏÖÖÓɯÏÈÝÌɯÌÕÖÜÎÏɯÔÖÕÌàȮɯÈÕËɯÔÖÙÌɯÐÔ×ÖÙÛÈÕÛÓàȮɯ

what can we do about it? 

 

Come hear practical suggestions for concerned parents and 

community members who value education ɬ what you can do to help 

solve the problem.  Speakers include: 

 

Dr. Joe Ovick,  County Superintendent of Schools 

Craig Cheslog , District Director for Assembly Member Tom Torlakson 

Eric Heins , Region One Director, California Teachers Association 

 
Learn how the state determines the amount of money allocated to each 

school, hear about the effects of recent budget cuts on children, and find 

out about grassroots movements to solve the budget crisis. 

 

The panel discussion will be followed by a Question and Answer period ɬ 

come and ask your questions ɬ ÛÏÈÛɀÚɯÏÖÞɯÊÏÈÕÎÌ begins! 

 
Directions:   

 

Going west from HWY 680 on Oak Bark Blvd, turn right onto Monte Cresta (just past the library)  

Turn left onto Santa Barbara. 

 

THE LEAGUE OF 
WOMEN VOTERS 

http://www.lwvdv.org/
http://www.lwvdv.org/
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Thanks to a team of 

dedicated LWV 

members, led by 

Margaret Knopf, Joyce 

Kingery, Sharon 

Burke, Linda Soliven 

and Jan Howe, for an 

outstanding 

Candidates Forum on August 11 at Saint Mary's 

College in Moraga.  All Democratic and 

Republican candidates for the 10th 

Congressional District seat vacated by Ellen 

Tauscher were there.  Replays of the forum will 

be on Comcast. 

 

If you are a new member (having joined at the 

national level or locally), welcome! 

I hope you can make it to one of our 

orientations.  Please check our website 

www.lwvdv.org or call Linda Soliven (776-2342) 

to get details. 

 

We have other candidate forums coming up, 

and welcome new members to get involved.  

Being a timer or helping collect question cards is 

easy and interesting!  Call Margaret Knopf (831-

3790) if you would like to volunteer. 

 

Remember to visit www.smartvoter.org for all 

your election info, and tell your friends. 

 

We will be producing a new Members 

Directory--look for it in your mail. 

 

Be sure to transfer dates from the calendar on 

page 4 to your personal calendar. 

 

See you at a meeting! 

 

Ashley Coates, President 

(283-3638)  
(best to reach me after 4 pm or on weekends) 

ashleyaoc@comcast.net   

 

 State Budget I llustrates Need for Reform 

A letter from JANIS R. HIROHAMA  President, League of Women Voters California 

California has just been handed a budget that does not reflect the desires and priorities of the 
majority of people in our state. It erodes the California dream of a productive society and a better 

future for our children. Our state deserves better than this. 

Nobody expected that we could navigate this recession without making some painful choices, but 
this budget makes draconian cuts to programs that will have severe impacts on the most vulnerable 

Californians. Our schools and colleges will not easily rebound from yet another round of cuts. 

State funds siphoned from local governments will make it impossible for them to maintain even 
basic services. Cuts to welfare, health care for low-income families and in-home services for the disabled 

and elderly are likely to create greater costs to the state in the long run.  

These cuts were made despite broad public support for protecting funding for public schools, health care 

services, and higher education. (continued on page 3) 

Notes from LWV Diablo Valley President, Ashley Coates 
 

http://www.lwvdv.org/
http://www.smartvoter.org/
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(State Budget continued from page 2)  

Not surprisingly, calls for reform are growing by the day. And the need for 

change is obvious. 

Much of the blame for the failure of our finance system rests on the requirement 
of a two-thirds vote to pass a budget or raise revenues. 

California is one of only three states that require a supermajority simply to pass a 

budget. The two-thirds requirement gives a minority the power to dictate terms to 
the majority by threatening to vote as a bloc against any additional revenues. The 

result? Budget stalemates, partisan bickering and the opportunity for "budget 

blackmail" demands by swing-vote legislators. 

This process has produced budgets with a hodgepodge of cuts, borrowing and accounting gimmicks that not 
only denies needed services now, but also pushes problems off until next year. For example, this budget, by 

pushing tax collections ahead and deferring payments until just after the start of the next budget year, 

guarantees that we will start that year facing a growing deficit. 

Reduction of the two-thirds vote requirement for passing a state budget or raising revenues at the state and 

local levels will break the paralyzing gridlock that now makes effective and responsive government 

decision-making impossible. 

Another much needed reform is a more efficient tax structure that is fair and based on an ability to pay, 

supports the structure of California's economy and provides adequate revenues for the programs and 

services Californians want. 

Revenue volatility should be addressed, but there are ways to do it that do not sacrifice tax 
fairness. 

Tax expenditures-credits, deductions and the like also deserve scrutiny, and should be 

required to be effective, efficient and fair. These tax breaks are intended to further a public 
purpose, such as business tax breaks intended to encourage the creation of jobs. While such 

tax breaks can be passed with a simple majority vote, rescinding them requires a two-thirds 

vote. 

The Legislative Analyst's Office recommends that tax expenditures programs should be 
evaluated using the same approach as for direct expenditure programs -- by asking whether 

they are achieving their stated purpose in an effective and cost-efficient manner, or are of 

low priority. However, these tax expenditures are not reviewed and studied to see if they are producing the 
expected benefit, because a two-thirds majority cannot be reached to repeal them. 

The analyst's office this year urged reconsideration of a number of such tax breaks, which could have saved 

billions of dollars. Instead, even more were added in the February budget. 

The fiscal dysfunction has increased over the years, and the result has been devastating for California. Our 

state's credit rating has nose dived. Our higher education system -- once the envy of the nation -- is in 

decline. Our infrastructure is crumbling, threatening both our economy and our security. 

We are at a turning point in California. We cannot maintain the status quo of unreasonable budget 
manipulations, unsustainable cuts in services and failure to invest in public facilities and programs. Without 

reform, we will only continue the constant, draining budget battles that erode public confidence in 

government, leave systemic problems unsolved and shatter the California dream. 

However, there may be an upside to the budget mess: It has given impetus to calls for reform of a broken 

process. If the governor and our legislators cannot commit to fixing our dysfunctional budget system, then it 

may be up to the rest of us -- including ordinary citizens, business groups and good government 
organizations -- to do the job. All of us must rise to the challenge if we are to make California vibrant, 

competitive and productive once again. 
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LWVDV Calendar 2009 -2010 

  

September 2009 

  1 10th Congressional District Open 

Primary 

14   Board Meeting ɬ Boardroom 7pm 

15  Voter deadline for October Voter 

29 General Meeting ɬ Improving 

Funding for Public Schools  

 

October 2009 

12  Board meeting 

14-18 General meeting   To Be 

Determined 

15  Voter deadline for 

November/December Voter 

17 LWVC Regional Workshops  -

Sacramento 

24  LWVC Regional Workshops  -  Palo 

Alto 

 

November 2009 

  2 Pre-election office phone staffing 

  3 10th Congressional District Special 

Election (Election and office phone 

staffing) 

  9 Board Meeting 

14  General Meeting ɬ How to Fix the 

Structural Problems with  the State 

Budget   

 

December 2009 

13 Holiday Party - Rossmoor Stanley 

Dollar Clubhouse 

14 Board Meeting 

15 Voter deadline for January Voter  

 

 

 

 

January 2010 

11  Board Meeting 

15  Voter Deadline for February Voter 

16/23  General Meeting (daytime) 

Program pl anning : LWVDV and 

LWVUS  

   Area meetings to plan new 

member recruitment 

30 Bay Area League Day (Oakland, 

9am to 2pm)ɭClimate Change 

 

February 2010 

  9  Board meeting 

14 LWV 90th Birthday 

15 Voter deadline for March Voter 

21 Joint Meeting with AAUW ɬ 

Women Who Made History in 

Contra Costa County  

 

March 2010 

  8   Board meeting 

15  Voter deadline for April Voter 

16-20  General meeting  

 

April 20 10 

13  Board meeting (annual meeting kit 

deadline) 

15  Voter deadline for May Voter 

14-17    General meeting  

 

May 2010 

11  Board meeting 

15  Voter deadline for June/July Voter 

? LWVC Leadership Council 

22 LWVDV Annual Meeting   

 

June 2010 

11-15 LWVUS Convention, Atlanta 
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LWVC REGIONAL WORKSHOPS: 
Learn what the League does and how it does it! 

 
Tools You Can Use: Tour the Leagueôs Members-Only Web Page 
 
Redistricting and Constitutional Reform: 
Whatôs Happening and What You Can Do To Make It Happen 
 
How Leagues are Using Their Web Sites, 
Social Networking and Video to Communicate with the Public 

 
NOTE: We will be arranging carpools, so if you want a ride, call or e-mail 
Ashley Coates 283-2235 ashleyaoc@comcast.net 
 

 Palo Alto Sacramento 
Date & Time  Saturday, October 24 - 

Registration 9:30 am 

Workshop ends 2:30 pm 

 

Saturday, October 17 - 

Registration 9:30 am 

Workshop ends 2:30 pm 

Location  Avenidas 

450 Bryant Street 

Palo Alto CA 

Just north of University Ave,  

6 blocks east of El Camino Real 

 

USC School of Policy, Planning 

& Development 

State Capital Center, Room E 

1800 I Street, Sacramento CA 

95811 

Price $25/person; $30 after October 16 

($15 if bring own lunch) 

 

$25 /person; $30 after October 
9 ($15 if bring own lunch) 

Registration  www.lwvc.org/lwvonly 

by 10/16   --or-- 

Mail check made out to LWVC 

(attach your name, league, phone 

# and email address) to 

LWV Palo Alto, 953 Industrial 

Ave., Ste 113, Palo Alto CA 94303 

 

www.lwvc.org/lwvonly 

by 10/9   --or-- 

Mail check made out to LWVC 

(attach your name, league, 

phone # and email address) to 

LWV Sacramento County, 1107 

9th St. #300, Sacramento 95814 

More Info  LWV Palo Alto at (650) 327-9148  

lwvpa@lwvpaloalto.org 

 

(916) 447-8683 or Email 
lwvs@lwvsacramento.org 

 

mailto:ashleyaoc@comcast.net
http://www.lwvc.org/lwvonly
http://www.lwvc.org/lwvonly
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Tenth Congressional District Candidate Forum a Success 
by Jan Howe 

 
Campaign workers and posters all over the lawn out front, TV vans with antennas and dishes 

sprouting from their tops and cables running all over the ground around them, burly security men 

in blue circulating, and cars lined up to park with occupants eager to get the best seats. A bit of a 

circus, but one with purpose: an opportunity for community voters to get live exposure to 

candidates, one of whom may represent them in Washington after the November general election.   

 

The Candidates Forum, held August 11 

in preparation for the September 1 open 

primary to replace Congresswomen 

Ellen Tauscher, was quite an event on 

the campus of co-sponsor St. Maryôs 

College in Moraga. Although the 

College is not yet in session, the 

beautiful Soda Center was packed 

comfortably with over 450 attendees 

from as far away as Dixon and 

Livermore. The League thanks Tim 

Farley, Community and Government 

Director for St. Maryôs, and the College 

administration for initiating this 

partnership with the League to bring candidates to the heart of the District for voters to question.  

The College generously provided a perfect venue for Lisa Vorderbrueggen, Times political 

columnist, to ably moderate the two sessions for 

Democratic and Republican candidates, 11 in all.  The 

League extends special thanks to Ms. Vorderbrueggen 

for courageously and professionally engaging a 

politically-active audience. 

 

Questions from the audience on a wide range of topics 

important to the voters were collated by League 

volunteers to be put to the candidates along with the 

balanced queries prepared by Ms. Vorderbrueggen 

herself. The crush of media representatives were able to 

interview all candidates present.  The League taped the 

event to be aired on Comcast TV for voters who could 

not attend in the four-county 10
th
 Congressional District 

which stretches from El Cerrito in west county across the 

center of Contra Costa to Sacramento and Solano counties 

and back over to Livermore in Alameda County.   The 

forum has been posted on www.smartvoter.org and 

www.lwvdv.org. 

 

Special thanks to League members Joyce Kingery, 

Margaret Knopf, Sharon Burke, Gwen Watson, Linda 

Soliven and Ashley Coates for all their efforts to get this 

important forum up and running.  

http://www.smartvoter.org/
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School Finance Exploration Project  
By Anita Johnson 

The School Finance Exploration Project recently released its Final Report in a three-year project to 

identify common ground for increased investment and structural reform in education funding.  

3ÏÌɯÚÛÜËàɯÊÖÕÍÐÙÔÌËɯɁÛÏÌɯ

potential for a diverse 

coalition of California 

leaders to come together 

and promote a 

comprehensive solution 

that is politically viable 

and will have a positive 

ÐÔ×ÈÊÛɯÖÕɯ"ÈÓÐÍÖÙÕÐÈɯÚÛÜËÌÕÛÚȭɂɯ3ÏÌɯ2ÊÏÖÖÓɯ%ÐÕancial 

Exploration Project is a partnership including the LWV of 

California, the California State PTA, Children Now and the 

California School Boards Association.  Project analysts 

interviewed hundreds of opinion leaders both within the 

educational system and in the business and political 

communities.  They validated a shared belief that schools in 

California are underfunded, that the method to calculate 

revenue for each school is too complex and inequitable, and 

that improvements in student achievement are both possible 

and desirable.  Most importantly, these researchers identified 

several key areas where interviewees (continued on page 8) 

Ratio of Staff to 1,000 Students by Position, Fall 2006ï07 

 
 

 

Data: National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) Common Core of Data, 2006-07, accessed 1/26/09 

 

EdSource  6/2009  

Improvements in student achievement 

are both possible and desirable.   
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(School Finance Exploration Project continued from page 7) agreed that reforms have potential for broad public 

support: 

 Attracting and retaining excellent teachers .  Areas of special concern include resolving difficulties in 

staffing positions in Upper-level Science, Advanced Math, and Special Education, possibly by offering 

higher compensation in these areas.  Another aÙÌÈɯÖÍɯÊÖÕÊÌÙÕɯÐÚɯÞÏÈÛɯÐÚɯÛÌÙÔÌËɯɁÏÈÙË-to-ÚÛÈÍÍɂɯÚÊÏÖÖÓÚɯÐÕɯ

low-income areas.  Most individuals in the survey acknowledge the need to solve this problem. 

Working conditions.   Ɂ,ÈÒÐÕÎɯÚÊÏÖÖÓÚɯÐÕÝÐÛÐÕÎɯ×ÓÈÊÌÚɯÛÖɯÞÖÙÒɯÈÕË learn was mentioned by virtually every 

ÐÕÛÌÙÝÐÌÞÌÌȭɂɯɯ3ÏÌɯÚÛÜËàɯÊÖÕÍÐÙÔÌËɯÐÔ×ÙÖÝÌËɯÚÛÜËÌÕÛɯÈÊÏÐÌÝÌÔÌÕÛɯÈÕËɯÐÔ×ÙÖÝÌËɯÛÌÈÊÏÌÙɯÙÌÛÌÕÛÐÖÕɯÐÕɯ

schools and districts where teachers have more time to meet with colleagues, analyze student data, and 

communicate with parents. 

Student Centered Finance Systems.  Researchers found agreement with the concept that school funding 

ÚÏÖÜÓËɯÉÌɯËÌÛÌÙÔÐÕÌËɯÉàɯÛÏÌɯÕÜÔÉÌÙɯÖÍɯÚÛÜËÌÕÛÚɯÌÕÙÖÓÓÌËɯȹÙÌÎÈÙËÓÌÚÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÚÊÏÖÖÓɀÚɯ×ÏàÚÐÊÈÓɯÓÖÊÈÛÐÖÕȺɯÞÐÛÏɯ

adjustments for special education requirements. 

The majority of the opinion ÓÌÈËÌÙÚɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÜËàɯȿÚÈÐËɯÛÏÌàɯÞÖÜÓËɯÉÌɯÞÐÓÓÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÊÖÕÚÐËÌÙɯÈÕËɯ×ÖÛÌÕÛÐÈÓÓàɯ

advocate for an increased investment in K-12 public education if it were coupled with structural reforms.   

Many of the interviewees were uncomfortable identifying a particular tax or set of taxes in order to raise 

ÙÌÝÌÕÜÌȭɯɯ(ÕÚÛÌÈËɯÛÏÌàɯËÐÚÊÜÚÚÌËɯÛÈßÐÕÎɯ×ÙÐÕÊÐ×ÓÌÚȭɂɯɯ3ÏÌɯÛÞÖɯÔÖÚÛɯ×ÙÖÔÐÕÌÕÛɯ×ÙÐÕÊÐ×ÓÌÚɯÞÌÙÌɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÛÈßɯ

ÚÏÖÜÓËɯÉÌɯ×ÙÖÎÙÌÚÚÐÝÌɯÐÕɯÕÈÛÜÙÌɯÈÕËɯÛÏÈÛɯÐÛɯÉÌɯÈɯÊÖÓÓÌÊÛÐÝÌɯÐÕÝÌÚÛÔÌÕÛȭɯɯɁ(ÕɯÈËËÐÛÐÖÕȮɯÕÜÔÌÙÖÜÚɯÐÕÛÌÙÝÐÌÞÌÌÚɯ

commented that polling should be used to help determine the tax, as well as taking into account good tax 

×ÖÓÐÊàɯÐÕɯÖÙËÌÙɯÛÖɯÌÕÚÜÙÌɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÐÚɯÈɯÔÐÕÐÔÈÓɯÐÔ×ÈÊÛɯÖÕɯÈÕàɯÖÕÌɯÚÌÊÛÖÙɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÈÛÌɀÚɯÌÊÖÕÖÔàȭɂ 

 

,ÅÁÇÕÅ 2ÅÌÅÁÓÅÓ Ȱ0ÒÉÎÃÉÐÌÅÓȱ ÆÒÏÍ 0ÏÃÁÎÔico Redistricting Conference  

In late July, the League, in partnership with the Campaign Legal Center, convened a group of leaders and 
activists from the reform community to examine possible redistricting strategies and tactics for 2011 and beyond. 
LWVUS President Mary Wilson, Executive Director Nancy Tate and Advocacy Director Lloyd Leonard represented 
the LWVUS. Corinne Miller, Ann Heneker, Janis Hirohama and Lora Lavin represented the Leagues of FL, OH, CA and 
PA, respectively. At the conclusion of this gathering, participants joined together in support of a Statement of 
Essential Principles in Redistricting. The LWVUS will be working with state Leagues to develop a plan for forming 
important 
partnerships, 
strategies and 
messaging that can 
have real impact on 
the redistricting 
efforts in individual 
states. Please watch 
for further 
information on this. 
And, remember that 
the work you do 
now to encourage an 
accurate and 
complete Census 
2010 count will be a 
key element for 
subsequent 
advocacy on 
redistricting.  

Statement on Essential Principles on Redistricting  

The statement below was agreed upon by attendees of the Pocantico 

Redistricting Conference on July 22 -24, 2009.   Additional organizations 
and individuals have signed on as well. The essential principles are:  

1.  An accurate and complete count in Census 2010 is an essential 
building block for all redistricting efforts.  

2.  The process used for redistricting must be transparent to the 
public.  

3.  The redistricting process, at all levels  of government, must provide 

data, tools and opportunities for the public to have direct input into 

the specific plans under consideration by the redistricting body.  
4.  In order to achieve representative democracy, redistricting plans 

must be drawn in a mann er that allows elected bodies to reflect 

the diversity of the populace, especially racial and ethnic diversity.  

  

http://www.lwv.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Redistricting&TEMPLATE=/CM/ContentDisplay.cfm&CONTENTID=13904
http://www.lwv.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Redistricting&TEMPLATE=/CM/ContentDisplay.cfm&CONTENTID=13904
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Congestion Down, Air Quality Up in San Ramon Valley  
By Sally Germain, Local Transportation Chair 

 
'ÏÏÄ ÎÅ×Ó ÃÁÍÅ ÒÅÃÅÎÔÌÙ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ Ȱ$ÁÎÖÉÌÌÅ 7ÅÅËÌÙȟȱ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÉÎÇ Á ÎÅ× ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÂÕÓ program 
called TRAFFIX in the San Ramon Valley Unified School District.  It is worth repeating for our 
membership throughout the mid-county area.  The program was developed by a partnership 
among San Ramon City, Danville Town, the County and the 
school district, and funding to start is $40 million from 
Measure J revenues, which are generated from the county 
sales tax measure that won voter approval in November 
2004. Measure J revenues and programs are administered by 
the Contra Costa County Transportation Authority. The total 
revenues from Measure J will be felt for twenty-five years and 
succeed Measure C revenues that expired this past April 
2009.  Because of the state of our economy, projected revenues have fallen from $2 billion (2004 
dollars) to somewhat less over the coming 25 years.  However, TRAFFIX is already assured. 
 
Seven schools to start with will be offered bus commuting by a fleet of 19 new buses equipped 
with seat belts, a GPS system, air conditioning,  and non-polluting diesel engines 60 times 

cleaner that previous buses.  Families 
signing up this summer will pay $200 
per year per student.  After the start of 
the school year, the cost goes up to 
$250.  Compare that with the $400 cost 
when the district previously provided 
busing.  The expectation is that 2,000 
students will be in the program, 
alleviating traffic congestion at schools 
and wear-and-tear of the roads and 
poor quality exhaust.  These schools are 
two middle schools, Los Cerros and Pine 
Valley; and five elementary schools: 
Country Club, Green Valley, Neil 
Armstrong, Vista Grande, and Walt 
Disney.  Drivers have been practicing 
this summer to meet newly-arranged 
class schedules.  Since the commencing 
of sales, by mid-July the number of 
passes sold have brought in $51,000.  
Later, sales will be possible through the 
ÄÉÓÔÒÉÃÔȭÓ ,ÙÒÉÓ Å-mail system.  There is 
no minimum number of riders required, 
but success will lead to enlarging the 
service area.  More information can be 
found online at www.ridetraffix.com.   

Commonwealth Club Presentation: 

CALIFORNIA GRIDLOCK  
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 20 

5:45 p.m. check-in, 6:30 p.m. program 

The Veterans Memorial Hall 

3780 Mt. Diablo Blvd. 

Lafayette 

DARRELL STEINBERG 
President Pro Tem, California State Senate 

Jerry Lubenow, former Director of 

Publications and current Managing Editor of the 

California Journal of Politics and Policy, 

Institute of Governmental Studies, UC Berkeley 

(moderator) 

California is broke! Where are viable solutions 

to the double header of mounting debt and 

political stalemate in Sacramento? After serving 

his first year as President Pro Tem of the 

Senate, Darrell Steinberg shares his vision for 

building a brighter future for California.  

Cost: $12 Commonwealth Club members, $18 

non-members 

 

http://www.ridetraffix.com/
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League Urges US Senate to Take Action on Climate Change  

A recent letter from the League and coalition partners, urging the Senate to recognize the 

need for quick action on climate change including a focus on clean energy: 

July 28, 2009  

Dear Senator:  

As the Senate turns to the urgent task of energy and climate legislation, we urge you to 
recognize that America is at a crossroads: we can choose a future that creates clean -energy 
jobs, reduces  dependence on oil, and cuts carbon pollution, or we can continue the 20th 
century energy policies that last year alone delivered $4 -a-gallon gas, sent many billions from 

American consumersô wallets to petro-dictators, and added 7 billion tons of heattrapp ing 
pollutants to the atmosphere. On behalf of the millions of members and volunteers that our 
organizations represent, we urge you to take the clean energy path.  

The keys to unlocking a clean energy future are placing a firm limit on carbon pollution and  
establishing strong clean energy standards. Companies across the country will respond with 
immediate and substantial investments in new renewable energy and efficiency projects and 
technologies that will create jobs, help drive the economic recovery, and bring low income 
workers and communities out of poverty and into our shared prosperity. If we reduce our 
pollution enough, not only can we avoid the most damaging and costly impacts of global 
warming, we can ensure that clean energy investments will be mad e quickly ï increasing our 
competitiveness in a global clean energy market that could reach nearly $2 trillion in the next 
decade. Further, strong clean energy standards will create millions of new American jobs, help 

rebuild our economy on a sound footing , and reduce the cost of meeting the cap. If we fail to 
act promptly, we risk other nations taking the lead in creating those jobs and irreversible 
consequences to our environment. And America will miss a critical opportunity to provide 
global leadership i n reaching an international climate agreement at the negotiations in 
Copenhagen this December.  

Failing to act to address global warming in this moment is not a viable choice. Our national 
security is at risk: retired generals and admirals have said that t he U.S. military will be drawn 
into international conflicts caused by large -scale migrations, border tensions, and conflicts 
over food and water resulting from climate change. Our economy is at risk: the cost to the 
U.S. of dealing with floods, drought, an d storms alone could be trillions of dollars. Our natural 
resources are at risk: eroding shorelines, dying forests, and disappearing water are harming 
fish, wildlife, Indian tribes, and rural communities. And our public health is at risk: more heat 

waves w ill mean more heat - related deaths and illnesses, and spreading disease -carrying 
animals and insects will mean more sickness across the U.S. It is time for a comprehensive 
climate and energy plan that will benefit consumers, workers, and businesses, while 
protecting public health, national security, and Americaôs natural heritage.  

With America at this crossroads, the urgency to act is clear and the need for strong leadership 
is paramount.  

We must put the U.S. on the path to significant emissions reductions , a stronger economy, 
and a new position of leadership in the global effort to stabilize our climate. And with your 
leadership, we can get this done. We stand ready to work with you and all members of 
Congress to deliver a strong climate and energy bill to  the Presidentôs desk this year.  
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!  

The Diablo Valley LWV warmly welcomes the following members: 

 

Arlene F. Reed 

P.O. Box 785 

Diablo, CA 94528 

925-820-6937 

 

 

Add the above member information to your Membership Directory 

 

September Member Renewal List 2009  

If your name appears below, then it is time to renew your membership.  Please use the form on the back 
cover and send your dues ($60 annually or $90 per household) to our office. 

Joana Brueckner 
Rhoda Conrad 
Linda Locke 
Jean Howard 
Carole Woods 
Virginia Hamrick 
Kerin Baker 
Paul Deutschman 

Olga Disney 
Claire Holmsen 
Clara King 
Gayle Larson 
Dorothy McFadden 
Sandra Moriarty 
Jean Mosheim 
Ludwig Mosheim 

Gwen Regalia 
Dorothy Ross 
Adelia Sabiston 
Frances Schroder 
Arliss Ungar 
Gwen Watson 

  

If you would like to join or for any membership issues, please contact our Membership Chair, 

Linda Soliven at bonsaigirl43@att.net. 

The Diablo Valley Voter  

Published monthly except July and December by 

League of Women Voters of Diablo Valley 

ƙƔƔɯ2Ûȭɯ,ÈÙàɀÚɯ1ÖÈËɯșɯƕƘ 

Lafayette, CA 94549 

925-293-2235 

www.lwvdv.org 

 

Editor:  Anita Johnson anitapjohnson@hotmail.com 

Associate Editor:  Joyce Kingery 

Proofreader:  Ana Spinola 

 

The Diablo Valley Voter is free to members.  

Current and past issues are posted on our website. 

The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan political 

organization that encourages active and informed 

participation in government, and influences public policy 

through education and advocacy. 

(ɯÞÈÕÛɯÛÖɯÒÕÖÞȱ 
 

What does it mean to have a Constitutional Convention? 

How, exactly, will the redistricting process work? 

Is desalinization a practical solution to the water shortage? 

This column is inspired by a precocious child I knew who 

ÞÖÜÓËɯ×ÙÌÍÈÊÌɯÏÌÙɯØÜÌÚÛÐÖÕÚɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÈÛÌÔÌÕÛɯɁ(ɯÞÈÕÛɯÛÖɯ

ÒÕÖÞȱɂ 

If you have some information to share on these or other 

League-related topics, please write a short article.  If 

appropriate, I will include it in the next VOTER.  Thanks! 

Anita Johnson, Editor 

anitapjohnson@hotmail.com 

 

mailto:bonsaigirl43@att.net
http://www.lwvdv.org/
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Membership Form and Calendar 

Calendar: 

Sept 1 10th Congressional District Open Primary 

Sept 14 Board Meeting 

Sept 29 General Meeting:  

Improving Funding for Public Schools 

 

 

 

 
 

League Websites 

Diablo Valley: www.lwvdv.org 

Bay Area: www.lwvba.ca.lwvnet.org 

California: ca.lwv.org 

US: www.lwv.org 

 

League of Women Voters of Diablo Valley 
500 St. Mary's Road #14 
Lafayette, CA  94549 

The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan political organization that encourages informed and active 

participation in government and influences public policy through education and advocacy. 

NONPROFIT 

ORGANIZATION 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

WALNUT CREEK, CA 

PERMIT NO, 575 

ADDRESS SERVICE 
REQUESTED 

Join the League of Women Voters of Diablo Valley 

Membership is not based on ability to pay.  To pay alternate dues or 
request a scholarship, please contact membership chair Linda Soliven 
at the League office by calling (925) 283-2235.  Person under 18 may 
join as associate members (nonvoting). 
___ $60 Regular dues  
___ $30 Additional Household member 
___ $60 Gift Membership for _____________________________ 
___ $25 Student 
Please indicate:     ____ Renewal        ____New Membership 
 
Your name ___________________________________________ 
Address ______________________________________________ 
              City _______________________State ____ Zip _______ 
Phone ___________________ 
Email: ________________________________________________ 
 

Send your check made out to LWVDV to: 
LWVDV, 500 St. Maryôs Road #14,  Lafayette, CA 94549 
Donations to the LWV Education Fund are tax-deductible. 

Please plan on attending our next meeting.  Bring a friend or call our 
office to carpool at (925) 283-2235. 
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