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The voters of the 10™ Congressional District will be electing a new ,
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representative on November 3 to replace Ellen Tauscher who was
appointed Under Secretary of State for Arms Control and International
Security by President Obama. The candidates are David Harmer, Jeremy
Cloward, Jerome “Jerry” Denham, John Garamendi, and Mary Mcllroy.
Come hear these candidates answer questions on the important issues http://www.lwvdv.org
facing our country.

Visit our website at

From the Nominating Committee mY
by Joan Lautenberger

THE LEAGUE OF
Members: Please start thinking about how you can take part in the WOMEN VOTERS

League in any way, in the 2010-11 terms - big or small. It all adds up to a
vibrant and successful League and leads you to good times and good
friends. You will be hearing from us - if you don't call us first. where hands-on work to safeguard
Joan Lautenberger Chair.. 283-2266 democracy leads to civic improvement
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Notes from LWV Diablo Valley President, Ashley Coates

Mark your calendar for our annual Holiday party

on December 13 from noon to 2 pm. We eat good
food and drink festive beverages provided by our
own members, and we enjoy conversations about any
topic under the sun (maybe even politics!).

The League board is
busy making plans for
upcoming general
meetings for our
members and the public.
We are not having the We hope to be mailing our updated membership
usual general meeting on directory to every member soon.

the third week of the
month in October
because there are two other things going on:

Please see the separate article about opportunities to
get involved in League activities.

Take care, and | hope to see you soon.
Most of our members live in Congressional District
10 and are invited to the Candidates Forum on
October 26 (see article on front page). Also, several

See you at a meeting!

board members and any member who wants to attend Ashley Coates, President

can go to one of the regional workshops presented by (283-3638)

LWVC on October 17 or 24 (details in the September (best to reach me after 4 pm or on weekends)
Voter, which you can read online at ashleyaoc@comcast.net

www.lwvdv.org).

League Praised for Candidate Forum

by Jan Howe

The following are excerpts from a Letter to the Editor of the Lamorinda Weekly by Moraga resident Edy
Schwartz:

“This past week I attended the candidates’ forum at the Soda Center auditorium at Saint Mary’s College in Moraga...
The Democrats and Republicans had equal time. Many questions were asked and answered...I left feeling more
informed and better prepared to make my choice for the coming election.

“I went home and turned on the news. The lead story was of a town meeting where health care was the topic. There
was yelling. There was anger, and there was frustration. The speaker had no chance to educate the people on his
interpretation of the facts contained in the health care bill. The people had no chance to learn from him about health
care. Then | realized why two policemen were at the Moraga event. There was concern that the candidates would not
be able to speak, due to being interrupted by a crowd of angry people. This did not happen. 500 people sat quietly,
asked their questions and allowed the candidates to respond. Everyone learned.

“ Education is key to inform the electorate. Free speech is the right of all citizens. Dissent must be heard, but not at the
cost of free speech of others. .. Let us remember that information is needed on all sides of an issue, and let us create
environments, as was done at Saint Mary’s College, where all ideas are welcome at the table. In this way, we have a
better chance of making an informed decision.”

- Excerpts from Lamorinda Weekly by permission of Moraga resident, Edy Schwartz

The League of Women Voters Diablo Valley is committed to a fair, balanced presentation of issues as are
its co-sponsors, St. Mary’s College and the Contra CostaTimes. Your rights, learning experience, and safety
are important to us.
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/Impact of the State Budget Cuts on our County's Foster Care System
and How the CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates) Program
Helps this Vulnerable Population

November 5
7:00 pm

sponsored by the LWV-DV, and the Social Justice Group at the Christ the King Church and
the Social Justice Alliance of the Interfaith Council of CCC.

Location: Christ the King Church in Pleasant Hill in Parish Hall, Gregory Lane corner
with Brandon Road (199 Brandon Road).

Speaker: Charles Mead, Executive Director of CASA of Contra Costa County.

Come and learn about the challenges that face foster youth and the people who try to
help them and care for them.

Membership Growth is Key (MGIK, pronounced "Magic")
by Ashley Coates

The League is where hands-on work to safeguard democracy leads to civic
improvement. We believe in empowering people to be informed voters. We also
advocate for governmental policies that secure equal rights and equal opportunity for all.
We promote social and economic justice and the health and safety of all Americans.

This takes person-power. Men and women can join us in this work. But they aren't likely
to join unless we ask them. Be proud of your membership in LWV. Ask your neighbor
or a friend to come with you to the next meeting. If you meet someone who has retired
recently, talk about how he/she will meet interesting people and learn a lot, and how we
provide opportunities for him/her to contribute to the community. Then ask if we can
send him/her information about the League. Give him/her the name, address, and phone
number to our office (you can leave a message on the answering machine at 283-2235).

LWVDV is participating in the MGIK process which incorporates membership recruitment
techniques into all our activities. We are challenged by the large geographical area our
League encompasses. Any member of LWV can attend our next MGIK committee
meeting on October 23 (11 am in the LWV office) where we will discuss building ties
among members in each local area.
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Adapting to Climate Change

Bay Conservation and Development Commission Policies for Climate Protection
by Sally Germain

The partnership of regional agencies within the Bay Area Joint Policy Committee (Metropolitan
Transportation Commission, Association of Bay Area Governments, Bay Area Air Quality
Management District, and Bay Conservation and Development Commission) aims to make
adapting to climate change its continuing priority. This commitment is a response to the
threatening effects of climate change and its cause, greenhouse gases. The same applies to
each region in California under SB 375 (Steinberg).
The Joint Policy Committee hopes to implement its
provisions with programs to manage traffic congestion,
promote transit over single-occupancy automobiles, and
transition to a sustainable communities strategy, and as
well as to seek solutions to sea-level rise along our
shores -- all concerns of the League of Women Voters
of the Bay Area. Of the agencies in the Joint Policy
Committee, the Bay Conservation and Development
Commission (BCDC) has the leading role, supported by
its report #ALivingtueBayh a
changes and how to confront them. It calls for
protection of existing shoreline development from
flooding and more effective management of natural
habitats and wildlife. BCDC6s r egi onal
adaptation strategy means nearly a total rewrite of the
San Francisco Bay Plan. The BCDC has observed
impacts of climate change on the Bay for twenty years.
The Baybs sea rise holds the attention of internat
temperatures and ocean acidification and concluded that climate change is caused largely by

human actions, in the release of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere, or greenhouse gases,

beginning with industrialization. California state reports on climate change in 2006, and updated

in 2008, agree about global warming. BCDC projects a sea level rise in the S.F. Bay of 16 inches

by mid-century, and of 55 inches by the end of the century. An estimated 270,000 people in the

Bay Area will be at risk of flooding, 98 percent more than are currently at risk. Secondary and

cumulative impacts on property and lives will appear in public health, economic security, and

guality of life issues. Therefore, the BCDC is creating a new climate change policy section that

can be used with other policy sections in its Plan. These amendments were presented at the

July JPC meeting and recently were reviewed by BCDC and the public.

In the current fABay Area Monit or-sponso&d Riding Baehri c kel e
design competition, inviting worldwide entries to offer solutions mitigating sea level rise in San

Francisco Bay. BCDC received 131 entries from 18 countries. An international panel juried the

competition and selected six winners sharing the $25,000 award. Seven other entries won

honorable mention with no prize money. The winners are Thom Falders of Berkeley with

ARAYdi ke, 06 Derek Hoef erl-V¥aapof Ptndlree df @ottinue onpages)h f T h e



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:BayareaUSGS.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Sfbay.jpg

BCDC (continued from pate 4)
San Francisco with

fEvolutionaryRe c o v e Holzday Party
Elizabeth Ranieri and

Byron Kuth of San Sunday, December 13th!
Francisco wifjth AFol ding
Water: A Ventilated Start your holiday

Levee for a Living )
Estuary, 0 Palm Rasgumytvight by

9f San Francisco vyith attendinﬁ our gala
nfnBayARC, 0 anjd Wr i1 ght
Huaiche Yang of San party at the lovely
Francisco with . Dollar. Club House in
AnTopographiclal _Shifts, at
the Urban Waterfro n t . [0 Rossmoor This is
The entries may be your chance to meet
viewed online at . .
www.risingtidescompetiti other intelligent,
on.com. Also, refer to interesting people
the August/September

issue of Bay Area Monitor|  over a delicious meal.

for more details of the

entries. Visit
www.bayareamonitor.org. Save the date!

Report finds problems with California
Public School Funding

by Anita Johnson

A report released by the Institute for Research on

$EVEEUDOOwW/ OOPEawEOEwW/ UEE! D01 wi
things are happening in many districts, schools and .
EOEUUUOOOUOwW" EOPI OUOPEZ Uwl
governance systems are fundamentally flawed and fail
UOwi 1 OxwUUOUE]I O0UwOI 1 DwUUEL . - — 32 w3l
Ul xOUOOwW?2ET OOOw»bOEOET wE : 2i 6uob
found that California is so far from achieving its

student outcome goals that marginal policy changes

are unlikely toprOE UET wUT 1 wEI UDPUI Eu
that more sweeping reforms are needed. The report
EOOEOUEI EOQw?" EODPIi OUOPEzZUwi EOOOOawbUwWET x1 OEI O0wUx 060
students are going to participate fully in its future development, they will need quality schools

that are competitive with those in other states and other nations. Without better schools, the

future vitality of California will depend on its ability to attract workers from elsewhere. A failure

to act now abrogates our public responsibilities. Ultimately, we fail our children, our families and

UT 1 wi U00UT wOi wOUUWUUEUI 62
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Improving State Revenues
Saturday, November 14
10:00 am to 12:00 noon
Pleasant Hill City Hall Council Chambers

Explore options for solving the recurring problems
with the State Budget, deterioration in services and
safety, and inadequate investment in public schools.

There will be three speakers:

Lenny Golberg Executive Director, California Tax
Reform Association. He is currently leading efforts to
reverse tax cuts that were a part of recent budgets and
improve support for education and health and human
service programs. Founded in 1976, the California
Tax Report Association aims to bring about a fair tax
system in California, in order to provide the
foundation for a healthy public sector and a
successful economy.

A representative from Close the Loophole (name not
yet identified). This group is working to reform the
timing of property tax reassessments for corporations.

A representative from the Committee for Democracy
in California (name not yet identified). This group is
working on an initiative to improve the budgeting
process in California by changing the vote
requirement for budget and revenue measures to a
simple majority.

Kalma Baren

Kalma Baren died in her home September 11th. She was 92 and
under the care of Hospice. Besides being a member of the
Unitarian Discussion group in Rossmoor, Grandparents for
Peace, a Rossmoor book club, and the Rossmoor Democratic
Club, she was also a long time League member. Kalma lived in
New York City where she obtained her education and started her
teaching career on Staten Island. Eventually she came to
California, married, had a son, Paul, and taught high school for
many years in Hayward. Known for her keen, inquisitive mind,
Kalma will be missed by our League.

The League Needs
YOU for Some Small

but Important Jobs
by Ashley Coates

Are you the sociable type?

Meeting Greeter: Help us
greet guests at our

general

meetings. Mingle

and introduce

yourself during our

short social time

before the scheduled "¢
presenter. Introduce

new members to the group.
(Contact Linda Soliven.)

Area Representative: Give a
call to new members in your
area to say welcome. Host an
orientation session once a
year (we provide the
speakers.) Help arrange
carpools if members need
rides to meetings. (Contact
Linda Soliven.)

Like to throw parties?

Help decorate and set up for
our Holiday Party on
December 13 (Contact Barb

Owens.), or help with
refreshments at other events
(Contact Jan Howe.)

Like to write?

Interview League members
about why they are
passionate about League.and
write a short description for
the League Storybank.
(Contact Ashley Coates.)
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If you would like to join or for any membership issues, please contact our Membership Chair,
Linda Soliven at bonsaigirl43@att.net.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!

The Diablo Valley LWV warmly welcomes the following members:

R. Whitehead

644 Glorietta Drive
Lafayette, CA 94549
925-284-9199

Add the above member information to your Membership Directory

October Member Renewal List 2009

If your name appears below, then it is time to renew your membership. Please use the form on the back
cover and send your dues ($60 annually or $90 per household) to our office.

Sharon Anduri Annette Schmidt Joyce Kingery
Marti Buxton Susan Thwaits Janet Abrams
Aldene and Kenneth Croswell June McBade Mary Draper
Joseph and Martha Goralka Janet Larson Judith Garvens
Anne Hetland Sylvia Tobias Diane Griffiths
Margaret Kovar Doris Smith Joan Lautenberger
Diane Mader Helen Oliver Geneieve Nygaard
Donna Preece Charan Langton Catherine Sinnott
Gail Rodens Jacqueline Wagner Joan Ward

The Diablo Valley Voter

N ~ N N L Y
( lll p E O U lll U O lll O Published monthly except July and December by

League of Women Voters of Diablo Valley
KYYw2U8w, EUazUwl OF

What is a loss carryback? Lafayette, CA 94549
925-293-2235
What is the x2 line in the Delta? www.lwvdv.org

. W At . . Editor: Anita Johnson anitapjohnson@hotmail.com
(I w" E O RHild@réh@rP 9 pddrly educated that Associate Editor: Joyce Kingery

businesses must import educated workers from other Proofreader: Ana Spinola

states and countries, how will these uneducated people

find work? The Diablo Valley Voter is free to members.
Current and past issues are posted on our website.

If you have some information to share on these or other League- The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan political

related topics, please write a short article. If appropriate, I will organization that encourages active and informed

include it in the next VOTER. Thanks! participation in government and influences public policy

Anita Johnson, Editor through education and advocacy.

anitapjohnson@hotmail.com
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League of Women Voters of Diablo Valley
500 St. Mary's Road #14
Lafayette, CA 94549
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The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan political organization that encourages informed and active
participation in government and influences public policy through education and advocacy.

Membership Form and Calendar

Join the Leaque of Women Voters of Diablo Valley

Membership is not based on ability to pay. To pay alternate dues or
request a scholarship, please contact membership chair Linda Soliven
at the League office by calling (925) 283-2235. Persons under 18 may
join as associate members (nonvoting).

___ %60 Regular dues

____$30 Additional Household member

____ %60 Gift Membership for
____ $25 Student

Please indicate: _ Renewal ____New Membership
Your name
Address

City State Zip
Phone
Email:

Send your check made out to LWVDV to:
LWVDYV, 500 St .#l4MafayetbesCAR4549d
Donations to the LWV Education Fund are tax-deductible.

Please plan on attending our next meeting. Bring a friend or call our
office to carpool at (925) 283-2235.

e f e f e e s mm s mm s mm r o mm or o mm or o r o r o r o o

Calendar:

Oct 12 Board Meeting

Oct 17 LWVC Regional Workshops t Sacramento
Oct 23 MGIK Committee Meeting

Oct 24 LWVC Regional Workshops - Palo Alto

Oct 26 10 Congressional District Candidate
Forum

Nov 3 Special Election - 10t Congressional District
Nov5 Foster Care: Impact of State Budget Cuts
Nov 14 Improving State Revenues Program

Dec 13 Holiday Party

League Websites

Diablo Valley: www.lwvdv.org

Bay Area: www.lwvba.ca.lwvnet.org
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