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League of Women Voters Diablo Valley Presents:

Fixing the Broken Budget Process

November 14, 2009
10:00 am to 12:00 noon

Pleasant Hill City Hall

Council Chambers
100 Gregory Lane, Pleasant Hill

Guest Speakers:

Lenny Goldberg,
Executive Director, California Tax Reform Association

Will speak on the budget crisis, corporate
giveaways, and revenues to fix California.

Ellis Goldberg,

Co-founder, Democracy in California and California

Majority Rule Campaign
Will explain a current initiative to changéehe
budget process to require a simple majority rathe
than a 2/3 vote for budget and revenue measures
the legislature.
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Notes from LWV Diablo Valley President, Ashley Coates

Get your money's
. worth out of your
. League membership:

Be sure to mark your
calendars for our
upcoming events.
See the calendar on
the back page, and
check the meeting descriptions in this Voter
and on our website (www.lwvdv.org). Most
winter events will be in the daytime, so you
won't need to travel in the dark. If you would
like to carpool, call your Area Rep* or the
League Office several days beforehand.

New members, we want to welcome you
at one of our orientations where you can
get "clued in" to our mission, our
processes, and our lingo. One example
of league lingo is the term "general
meeting." This is a meeting for League
members usually around the third week
of the month. Itis differentiated from our
board meeting, where the board of
directors makes decisions (any member
may observe if desired), and study group
or committee meetings. Members of the
public are invited to our general
meetings.

Do you know how to get up-to-date info
about issues the state League is
following? LWVC has both a public and
members-only website. The public
website has lots of info about redistricting
and government reform. Go to
www.lwvc.org and click on the left-hand
side under "Issues". The members-only
website is available to all members at

www.lwvc.org/lwvonly (no password
required!)

An area rep is a league member who helps
bring together members living in that
geographical area. Since our league
covers most of Contra Costa County, area
reps and meetings help you meet members
living nearby.

Our Area Reps are:

Lamorinda (Lafayette, Moraga, Orinda) open

Concord/Clayton - Lura Dymond
925-798-0129

Walnut Creek outside of Rossmoor -
Margareti Maggi e 0 Y e-2322846
Rossmoor - Barb Owens 925-945-6172

Martinez/Pleasant Hill - Gail Rodens
925-229-1277

The Delta: - Linda Soliven
925-776-2342

San Ramon Valley - Gayle Jones Larson
925-735- 3734

Ashley Coates, President
(283-3638)

(best to reach me after 4 pm or on weekends)
ashleyaoc@comcast.net
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The Leagues of Women Voters ofDiablo Valley and San JoaquinValley present:

DELTA WATER PLANS

WHO WILL BENEFIT? WHO WILL PAY?
WHY YOU NEED TO BE IN ON THE DECISIONMAKING

Saturday, January 23, 20100 am1 pm

Antioch Historical Society Hal 1500 W. &4 St. Antioch,CA

Controversy abounds ovhow tousethis precious natural resource that suffers from
present drought conditions.

As Voters, we need to be informed and direct our government agencies and
legislators to work out solutions for ourselves and our fuiture

A moderated panel of experts will include:

Dr. Gregory GartrellAssistant Manager of theontra CostdVaterDistrict.
Susanna Schlendorf5" Assembly District Director for JoaBuchanan
Kari Fisher, Counsethe Farm Bureau.

Karla Nemeth Liaison, CA Natural Resources Agenayd BayDelta Conservation Plary.

David NesmithEnvironmental Water Caucus, environment advocate.

Dr. Lawrence Kolb, former #sistant Directofor the Water Quality Boardretired).

Come listen and ask questions.

Free and Open to the public. Beverages and a snack provided.
Directions: Off of Highway 4, exit Somerville Road/Auto Center Drive. 1.2mi. to left.
(Auto Center Dr./Somerville Rd. becomes YWSteet after 1.1 miles)
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Holiday Party
Sunday, December 13th!

Our annual HOLIDAY
PARTY will be held at the
beautifully decorated
Dollar Club House on
Sunday, December 13th
from noon to 2 pm. Thisis
our chance to get to know
one another better, ask
guestions, tell jokes, and have
fun. Bring a dish to share -
an appetizer, entree, salad, or
dessert. The Board will
supply the drinks. Guests are
welcome, especially your
spouses and friends.

In the spirit of the holidaysnany menbers
donate to Winter Nights Shelter, which is
operated by the Interfaith Council of Contra|
Costa.

Gwen Watson, the Executive Director, will
tell us why this valuable program is worthy
our generosity.

e Visit www.escrip.com

will be happy to renew for you.

SUPPORT LWVDV WITH ESCRIP! IT DOES MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

To insure uninterrupted contributions to the League it is important to renew your
support with SAFEWAYY, every year between August 15 and November 1. However, it
is never too late to renew. Follow these easy instructions. Any problems, contact Joyce
Kingery at joyce.kingery@gmail.com or 386-0067.

e "OPEOWOOW?83%2w1s-%$62w3 EOwWPUWEOOwWaOU|
¢ If you do not have access to a computer, call Joyce Kingery (386-0067) and she

7
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Graywater in Our Future?

Remarks and Condensed Contents of the Bay Area Monitor.by Sally Germain, Bay Area Representative
(Monitor author Deia de Brito)

Are you a recycler? We have learned to recycle so much- - waste paper, bottles, cans,
garbage.

Welcome now to the world of used household  gagee.
water, known to m®Please alss
distinguish it from sewage, which contains
contaminants that cause illnesses, or recycled
fresh water following sewage treatment
frequently used for landscaping. With
California continuing to seek solutions to its
drought, more water users are depending on
conservation. Fresh drinking water can be
saved by use of low-flow toilets or capture of
shower water in buckets until it warms. But,
what about using once-used water from
washing machines and dishwashers, or saving rain runoff? The State of Hawaii requires
homes to store rainwater runoff. Could we adapt our homes to conserve in this way? Old
draconian state building codes were written when it was assumed graywater had to be
sent far underground to prevent it from draining off to neighbors or streams, as in septic
tanks. No one has seen a documented case of illness from graywater.

Research has revealed there are safe methods of irrigating gardens and lawns with reused
water that saves the potable treated water in our pipes for hygienic purposes. By reusing
graywater, use of drinking water can be reduced by 50 to 80 percent. (The average American
uses 100 gallons of it a day.)

So, what are the obstacles? The old state code was updated in 2008 by State Senator Alan
Lowent hal 6s Senate Bill 1258, -frierdly. Airevisiomeeadg e d t o
in July 2009 was approved by the California Building Standards Commission. High water
cost and the desire to conserve have inspired many homeowners to bypass the legal path.
Whereas only about 200 graywater permitted systems exist in California, there are well over
a million illegal systems. An advocacy group called Greywater Guerrillas has set up
workshops to show how to install low-tech,si mp|l e syst ems i nhagmpmeoneods
cost of about $150. To install a legal system, with higher technology, permits, inspections,
tests, plans, and professional assistance can add up to $20,000. Another new code provides
for a simpler homeowner smgle plumblng fixture system adaptable for clothes washers. It
3 R requires no permits but only following 12 simple
instructions, including the need to use natural
cleaning products free of boron or salts. Anyone
pursuing this path should be able to find help from
cities, water districts, and conservation groups who
offer workshops and legitimacy. Until recently, San
Francisco was not permitting new systems. More
receptive are Berkeley, Oakland, Palo Alto, and
Marin. (continued, pagg
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GRAYWTER (continued from Page 5)

As arule, all of Contra Costa
County has been anti-graywater.

John Russell, a landscape
architect and founder of
WaterSprout, which focuses on
graywater and rainwater
catchment installations, has
successfully furnished Alcatraz
Island with a rainwater
catchment system so its historic
gardens can be watered without
barging potable water from San
Francisco. Nationwide, the
leading graywater state is
Arizona where systems not
exceeding 400 gallons per day
can be installed. Other
graywater states are New
Mexico, Texas, Montana, and
Nevada.

According to Val Little, executive
director of Water Conservation
Alliance of Southern Arizona
(Water CASA), nfnlLatg

g M
/4
.

LW V-DV members Isidra Felix, Janet Thomas and Josefina
O'Sullivan tended a Voter Registration booth at the Antioch
Blues Festival, September 19th. Among great music and
pleasant weather, 10 voters were registered and 2 new
members joined. Other League members who participated:
Martha and Joe Goralka, Ana Spinola, Beverley Bilge, Lucia
Trujillo and Linda Soliven.

implemented a requirement that all
new single family households built
after July of 2010 be plumbed to
capture graywater. Other towns
are doing
added, AWithin
two, | think there will be a national
policy for graywat

SAVING THE BAY

Explore the pastpresent, and future of
San Francisco Bay with a wonderful
look at our Bay narrated by Robert
Redford.

Thursdays, October 8 and 15, 8 to 10
pm on KQED. For more information g
to www.savingthebay.org.

Marvel of Nature (Prehistory to 1840
Harbor ofHarbors (18491906)
Miracle Workers (1904.959)

Bay in the Balance (1960 to present

t hédle s ame
t he

LaMorinda Orientation
Thursday, Nov. 12

Please come and learn what your membership in the
LWV of Diablo Valleyoffers you. Meet and share
your interests and questions about the League activi
with others who live in your area @ontra Costa
County You will receive aDiablo Valley League
Member Handbook. Coffee, tea, pastries, and frwitll
be servedplease RSVP to Joyce Kingery 38067 or
Marti Buxton 2541020.

When: Saturday, Novemb&2 10AM - Noon

Where: 50 Scenic Drive
Orinda, CA 94563
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Stretch Your Brain and Help the League!

by Leslie Stewart

Do you have a few hours a month to learn about something different in the county? The
League still needs to replace Merry West as an alternate on the County Hazardous
Materials Commission (Leslie Stewart replaced Don Grant as our representative). Yes,
people sometimes talk about science, but lots of the Commissioners, like the city council
members and union representatives, aren't scientists, so it's quite manageable. The
Commission is currently looking at household hazardous waste disposal and re-use of
industrial sites -- bet you could come up to speed on those pretty quickly, right?

There are two meetings per month -- the whole
Commission meets from 4-6 pm on the fourth Thursday
at the County Connection offices just off Highway 4 in
Concord, and the subcommittee meets from 10-noon on
the second Friday of the month in North Richmond
(right off the Parkway). Give Leslie a call if you're
interested -- 925-765-6064 is her cell phone.

SAVE THE DATES

ey

{Q;
Wi

LWV BAY AREA EVENTS

BAY AREA LEAGUE DAY 2010

Saturday, January 30, 2010

Metro Center at Lake Merritt BART Station,

Oakland.

Big Steps, Little Steps to Addressing Climate Change:
Air Quality, Transportation, Housing, Land Use
LWVBA has secured outstanding speakers for a

look at Climate Change in the Bay Area. Mark

your 2010 calendar and watch for a flier with more
information coming soon.

League of Women Voters

Where hands-on work
to safeguard democracy
leads to civic
improvement.

LWVBA CONVENTION May 29, 2010
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Water Woes
Commentary by Jan Howe, Program Chair

While our team was trying to craft a presentation on Delta Water for
January of 2010, | thought about some comments from a League
colleague in San Joaquin County. She reminded us that we may )
Aknow t htdéeé ngs four sured about wat e
of these are wrong. o She reminds
costs0 t hat the southern part of the
California farmers use water to feed us and the world, and that
envmnment ali sts may fAdAmake the 1ive
There isndét a | ot of correct com
that we all possess. It is a huge topic that demands a great deal of
homework.

of ordinary
knowl edge

The Diabl o Val | éenperdtive tha asenarty of our kesnberstaidd others as
possible attend the Delta Water presentation in Antioch on Saturday, January 23, 2010. Our expert
panelists will be there to help us become the informed voters we in the League want to be.

From the Nominating Committee Treasurer
by Joan Lautenberger Tran S | t | O n
I would like to hear from members who want to take part by Ashley Coates
in the running of activities of our League. The
Nominating Committee will be calling, so think about it. Danelle Snyder was recruited to be
treasurer by her friend, past
Joan Lautenberger president Karrie Connors. Danelle

helped modernize our financial

N~ o~ A ~ . < reporting, creating reports

( i I:) E O U i U O i O that compare our actual income and
expenses to the amounts expected

on a month-to-month basis.

What is the most dangerous hazardous waste site in She persevered much longer than

our county? the usual two-year term, since we
had difficulty finding a

How can we strengthen local government? replacement. THANK YOU,
DANELLE.

Is the influence of billionaires on the initiative process a

cause for concern? Lauri Giulieri, our Interim Treasurer,
was recruited by her mother, Galil

If you have some information to share on these or other L-eagut 7
Rodens. Lauri will handle

related topics, please write a short article. If appropriate, | will

include it in the next VOTER. bookkeeping and larger transactions
Thanks! while Barb Owens and Joan
Anita Johnson, Editor Lautenberger handle smaller
anitapjohnson@hotmail.com transactions. WELCOME, LAURI.
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Education Funding Program lllustrates Consensus on

Need for Improved Funding
by Anita Johnson

On September 29, the LWVDV and the
Contra Costa County Office of Education
co-sponsored an program on the state of
the funding for public schools. The
program was effective in moving the
conversation on public education forward to
the goal of improved funding through
improved state revenues.  Dr. Joe Ovick,
Contra Costa County Superintendent of
Schools confirmed for the audience that our
society is in the middle of a serious crisis
regarding support for education.

The many favorable comments during the
evening about the importance of changing
from 2/3 to a simple majority for revenue Speakers Nancy Vandell, Craig Cheslog, Dr. Joe
measures demonstrated the c o mmu n i t| andEricHeins chat prior to the beginning of the prg
readiness to work for real changes that will
bring more money to schools. Explanations about the abuse of power resulting from the
supermajority requirement resonated with many listeners and they began to see the need
for change.

Nancy Vandell of the California State PTA
provided helpful tips for community members
to get involved in education funding. The
audience was inspired to see the role that they
can play in transforming our culture to be
more supportive of

children and their
education.

Craig Cheslog, District
Director for Assembly

oo , , Member Tom Torlakson
Audience members listen attentively. displayed may charts

that highlighted the
seriousness of the problem. He also explained some of the
underlying causes of the current crisis, dispelling many of the myths
that have kept people from believing that anything could be done to
solve the problem. Mr. C h e s | acorgniests provided important
insights into the political aspect of the problem and potential
solutions. His comparisons between California and other states
helped people understand the need for change (Continuep10)

League Member
Maggie Yeaman greets
participants.
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EDUCATIOfdontinueftompage9)

Eric Heins of the California Teachers
Association highlighted the many ways
that state revenues could be increased
in order to provide more funding for
education. While pointing out that
there are a lot of good things
happening in our schools, he confirmed
the importance for everyone to be
aware and to be honest about the fact
that the students are suffering due to
lack of funds. Several people in the
audience were surprised to

hear about the permanent tax breaks
that had been granted during the
budget negotiation process. Hearing
these stories helped energize people to
work for change.

The meeting being planned for
November 14 on the need for change
in the state budget process is a direct
result of conversations around
education funding i please join us at
Pleasant Hill City Hall at 10:00 am.
(See page 1 for more details.)

Concord and Clayton AreaOrientation
Sunday, Nov. 15

Please come to meet fellow members of the League of
Women Voters and learn what your membership in
the LWV of Diablo Valley offers you. Share your
interests and questions about League activities with
others who live in your area. You will receive a
Diablo Valley League Member Handbook. Anyone in
Concord or Clayton who has not attended a previous
orientation is welcome. Light refreshments will be
served.

When: Sunday, November 15, 2¢3:30 p.m.
Where: 4417 Catalpa Ct., Concord
(in the Crossings, off of Ygnacio Valley Blvd.)

Please RSVP to Lura Dymond, Concord/Clayton Area
Rep, at lura.dymond@gmail.com or 925-367-6885 by
November 11.

League Member Anita Johnson moderates program
Nancy Vaiell, Craig Cheslog, Dr. Joe OvicEr@ahieins

The Diablo Valley Voter
Published monthly except July and December by
League of Women Voters of Diablo Valley
KYYw2U8w, EUazUwlOE
Lafayette, CA 94549
925-293-2235

www.lwvdv.org

Editor: Anita Johnson anitapjohnson@hotmail.com
Associate Editor: Joyce Kingery
Proofreader: Ana Spinola

The Diablo Valley Voter is free to members. Current
and past issues are posted on our website.

The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan political
organization that encourages active and infedm
participation in governmenand influence public policy
through education and advocacy.
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If you would like to join or for any membership issues, please contact our Membership Chair,
Linda Soliven at bonsaigirl43@att.net.

Welcome New Members!

The Diablo Valley LWV warmly welcomes the following members:

Isidra Felix

209 W. 17" Street
Antioch, CA 94509
9255653071

Ralph A. Hoffmann

PMB 166

1630 N. Main St.

Walnut Creek, CA 94596

Josefina 0O6Sul
109 San Tomas Drive
Pittsburg, CA94565
teajos@yahoo.com

i var

Lauri Giulieri

2525 Reliez Valley Road
Martinez, CA 94553
925372-5982
Iguilieri@comcast.net

Pat Beckner

1700 Holland Dr.

Walnut Creek, CA 94597
925935-3688
patbeckner@yahoo.com

Denise Burian

1700 Holland Dr.
Walnut Creek, CA 94577
925935-3688
patbeckner@yahoo.com

Add the above member information to your Membership Directory

Membership Information Changes

Please note the following changes to your Membership Directory:

Pete Bucklin
1061 Via Alta
Lafayette, CA 94549

JenniferT. Mahoney
1236 Robyn Dr.
Danville, CA 945265049

November / December Member Renewal List 2009

If your name appears below, then it is time to renew your membership. Please use the
form on the back cover and send your dues ($60 annually or $90 per household) to our

office.

Karrie Connors
Cindy Eisenberg
Clayton Englar
J. Foxall

Julie Germain
Keith Germain
Miriam Glickman
Stacy Hunter
Kelli-Jo Kipp
Elsa Ludwig
Susan Phalen
Guyla Ponomareff
Patricia Snyder
Janet Thomas

Amy Worth
Dreama Howard
Lucille Owens
Linda Soliven
Eleanor Parker
Margaret Mellen
Christine Schreider
Robert Fisher
Trudi Gardner
Rachel Irelan
Alpha Quincy
Don Ritchey
Sharon Ritchey
Sherry Sterrett

11

November 2009

The Diablo Valley VOTER


mailto:bonsaigirl43@att.net

NONPROFIT

League of Women Voters of Diablo Valley ORGANIZATION
500 St. Mary's Road #14 V.S POSTAGE
Lafayette, CA 94549 WALNUT CREEK, CA

PERMIT NO, 575

ADDRESS SERVICE
REQUESTED

The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan political organization that encourages informed and active
participation in government and influences public policy through education and advocacy.

Membership Form and Calendar

, _ Calendar:
Join the Leaque of Women Voters of Diablo Valley

Nov 5 Foster Care: Impact of State Budget Cuts
Membership is not based on ability to pay. To pay alternate dues or
request a scholarship, please contact membership chair Linda Soliven
at the League office by calling (925) 283-2235. Persons under 18 may
join as associate members (nonvoting).

___ %60 Regular dues

____$30 Additional Household member

___$60 Gift Membership for
____ $25 Student

Nov 14 Improving State Revenues
Nov 12 Lamorinda Area Orientation
Nov 15 Concord and Clayton Area Orientation

Dec 13 Holiday Party

Jan 23  Delta Water Plans

Please indicate: Renewal ___New Membership Jan30 Bay Area League Day ¢ Climate Change
Your name May 29, 2010, LWVBA CONVENTION
Address
City State Zip
Phone League Websites
Email:

Diablo Valley: www.lwvdv.org

Send your check made out to LWVDV to:
LWVDYV, 500 St .#l4MafayetbesCAR4549d
Donations to the LWV Education Fund are tax-deductible.

Bay Area: www.lwvba.ca.lwvnet.org

California: ca.lwv.org
US: www.lwv.org

Please plan on attending our next meeting. Bring a friend or call our
office to carpool at (925) 283-2235.
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