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How Can Every Voter Know His/Her 

Vote Counts? 
by Linda Soliven 

You are invited to engage in the following League study during 

the month of March: 

 

"Study the advisability of using the National Popular Vote Compact 

among the states as a method for electing the President." 

 

You can join with one of the two study groups already scheduled.   

Or you may want to gather your own study group.  Contact Linda 

Soliven at:   925-776-2342 or 925-683-3506 or bonsaigirl43@att.net 

for information, procedures and materials. 

 
Study Group I:  March 11, 10AM, hosted by Barbara Owens in the 

Walnut Creek/Lafayette Areas. 

   For specific information, call or email:   Barbara at 925-945-6172, 

bograndma@mymailstation.com 

      

Study Group II: March 4, 7:30 pm hosted by Linda Soliven in the 

Delta Area, 1036 Sandstone Court, 

   Antioch.  (See contact information above) 

 

Included in this Voter is a summary of the issues to pique your 

interest.  The study during March should require no more than 2-3 

meetings.  (Continued on page 3) 
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Important Notice 

The monthly meeting that had been planned for March 30th 

has been cancelled due to scheduling conflicts.  

March, 2009 
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Hello Diablo Valley 

Leaguers, 

 

Recently we have 

participated in the 

LWVUS study on 

immigration and the 

LWVC update on 

our energy position.  Now we can 

participate in a national study of the 

National Popular Vote Compact, described 

on page 1.  (If you are not familiar with 

how LWV conducts studies and develops 

positions, see below.)  

 

Linda Soliven graciously agreed to be our 

local study chair, to organize how our 

members receive information and to 

conduct the consensus meeting.  Input from 

our consensus meeting will be forwarded to 

the national study committee who will 

combine our input with that from other 

leagues.  

 

I encourage you to participate in the study 

of the National Popular Vote Compact.    

How you participate can vary from 

attending all of the study sessions and the 

consensus meeting, to reading the materials 

on your own and attending just the 

consensus meeting. 

 

I hope to see you soon at one of our 

meetings. 

. 

Ashley Coates, President 
(283-3638)  

ashleyaoc@comcast.net   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes from LWV Diablo Valley President, Ashley Coates 

LWV Study Process: 

If we were doing a local study on a particular topic, we would appoint a committee to 

determine the scope of the study (what questions we were trying to answer).  After board 

approval of the study scope, the committee would research where to find information on all 

sides of the issue, and how to get that information to our members. Then the committee would 

hold one or more consensus meetings for all interested members to attend, discuss the 

material, and determine the answer to each question.  In a consensus meeting we determine 

the consensus, or "sense of the group" about the answer to each question.  From the question 

answers we would develop the language of a position on which we can base advocacy efforts.  

The position is voted on at our annual meeting.  State or national studies have state or national 

study committees to do many of the study steps, then local league members review study 

materials and provide input at a consensus meeting.  Input from all participating leagues is 

synthesized into a position that is voted on at convention. 
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How Can Every Voter Know His/Her Vote Counts? (Continued from page one) 

 

All study groups will come together for the Consensus Meeting scheduled for Saturday, 

APRIL 4th, 1:00-3:00 PM. at Rossmoor’s Stanley Dollar Clubhouse.   
 

 To get started on reading the material relating to this NPVC study:   Go to the lwv.org 

Log in your membership number and password. (Your email address and password) 

Under: For members go to Projects and Programs, then Task Forces & Programs and click on    

National Popular Vote Compact Study.  If you have a printer, you can select from the following 

and copy each for yourself.  If you do not have a printer, you can read on line  

from your computer. 

 

Background Paper 

Pros 

Cons  

Text of the NPV Compact 

Consensus Questions 

Resource List 

 

If you do not have access to the web, call the office to arrange pickup of the materials.  If 

you cannot get to the office, ask to have the materials mailed to you.   

  

Board Briefs 
By Christy Casassa 

  

1. The 08/09 financials are on budget. 

2. Nominating Committee will begin looking for interested league members who wish to serve on 

next's year On & Off Board positions. 

3. A letter has gone out to all City Councils to request donations to help to defray the cost overruns 

of last years candidate debates.   

4. Linda Soliven, Membership Chairperson, reported that area reps are calling members to 

get to know them. 
5. It is time to begin planning for the State-wide convention.  It will be held in Long Beach from 

May 15th, through May 17th. 

6. State League has asked us to meet with Senator DeSaulnier to discuss position on state issues.   
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Background for the National Popular Vote Compact 

 

The League has a long-standing position in 

support of the direct election of the 

president by popular vote. Now, League 

members have the opportunity to consider 

whether to support the National Popular 

Vote Compact (NPV Compact) as a viable 

process to achieve that result. The NPV 

Compact would avoid the need for a 

constitutional amendment abolishing the 

Electoral College (EC), and would assure 

that the individual receiving the most 

votes would become president.  

 

The NPV Compact proposal uses the 

mechanism of the EC. States that 

legislatively enact the NPV Compact 

would agree that their state electors would 

vote for the individual that received the 

most votes nationwide. Thus, the popular 

vote count from all 50 states and the 

District of Columbia would be added 

together. State elections officials in all 

states participating would award their 

electoral votes to the presidential 

candidate who (Continued on page 

4)(Continued from page 3) receives the 

largest number of popular votes.  

This alternative method of assigning a 

state’s EC votes would take effect only 

when enacted by states collectively 

possessing a majority of the electoral votes. 

This 270-vote threshold also corresponds 

essentially to states representing a majority 

of the people of the United States.  

 

The plan includes procedural provisions 

to help assure smooth functioning of the 

agreement – conditions that deal with 

states deciding to withdraw from the 

Compact at the last moment, enforcement 

issues and recounts.   

 

Currently four states have passed 

legislation to enact the NPV Compact.  

There are pros and cons to this plan, 

which are discussed in full in papers 

found on the LWVUS Web site. 

Summaries of these papers are also 

available. League members can learn 

more about the plan from these sources 

and consider its ramifications at 

consensus meetings across the country. Be 

sure to participate! Who better than the 

League to be ready to speak to this good-

government issue? 

 

To prepare for the consensus meeting, 

please read the complete version of this 

paper (available at www.lwv.org) by the 

LWVUS National Popular Voter 

Compact Study Committee. 

 

© 2008 by the League of Women Voters of 

the United States 

 

  

http://www.lwv.org/
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Support for the National Popular Vote Compact 

Because the League already supports direct 

election of the president, arguments against the 

Electoral College (EC) are not included in the 

material supporting the National Popular Vote 

Compact (NPV Compact). 

 

Constitutional Issues The NPV Compact is a way 

to assure that every person’s vote counts equally 

and that the person receiving the most votes is 

the winner of the presidency. The same result 

would be achieved by constitutional amendment 

but the U.S. Constitution is difficult to amend. 

The NPV Compact is a viable way to attain the 

same goal as amending the Constitution to 

eliminate the EC. 
   

A constitutional amendment is not needed to 

effectuate the NPV Compact because states 

already have the right to implement changes in 

how electors are appointed.  

 

The NPV Compact is a compact between states – 

a method of concerted state action that has long 

been sanctioned by the Constitution and the 

courts.   

 

Evaluating Fairness A candidate can be elected 

president by receiving the most electoral votes 

even though he or she did not receive the most 

popular votes. This is not a result voters expect or 

desire. As election campaigns are now waged, 

major emphasis and resources are concentrated in 

key EC battleground states because that is where 

elections are won or lost. The NPV Compact 

would eliminate the emphasis on battleground 

states and would be more apt to assure campaign 

strategies that appeal to a broad spectrum of the 

electorate which would foster greater voter 

participation.  
 

The argument that the plan would negatively 

impact states’ rights is countered by poll results 

showing that most voters want their individual 

vote to count, rather than allotting them to 

electors representing the state as a whole.  

 

Any claim that the NPV Compact is an 

unprecedented disregard for the U.S. 

Constitution ignores the reality that voting rights 

have been changed through state action many 

time. Women’s suffrage, for example, was 

instituted by twenty states before passage of the 

constitutional amendment that made the right 

universal  
 

Mechanical Considerations Those opposed to the NPV 

Compact cite mechanical issues that might lead the 

NPV to fail, but the Compact includes provisions that 

address issues of enforcement, winning levels and 

recounts. 

 

Other Issues The Voting Rights Act and the NPV 

Compact are in harmony, assuring equality of votes 

throughout the United States. 

 

League Issues Opponents say that the NPV Compact 

conflicts with the League’s support of uniform voting 

standards. Supporters of the Compact advocate its 

passage in all states, which would result in uniform 

voting standards. It is true that the NPV Compact 

could be in effect for an interlude when not all states 

had signed on to it. The same could be demonstrated 

for other laws, such as the Equal Rights Amendment. 

Nonetheless, it must be remembered that uniform 

voting standards are not now in effect. The NPV 

Compact could help assure that every vote would be 

counted equally.  

 

Further, implementation of a method which assures 

direct election of the president by popular vote is in 

keeping with the League’s long-held position.  

 
To prepare for the consensus meeting, please read the 

complete version of this paper (available at www.lwv.org) 

by the LWVUS National Popular Voter Compact Study 

Committee. 

 

© 2008 by the League of Women Voters of the United States 

http://www.lwv.org/
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Opposition to the National Popular Vote Compact 

 
There is little respect for the Electoral College (EC). 

The League opposes it and most voters want a 

direct popular vote. But is the National Popular 

Vote Compact (NPV Compact) an appropriate way 

to achieve that result? 

 

Evaluating Fairness Voters supporting the 

candidate who receives the majority of votes in 

their state want their state’s electors to support 

their choice. Adoption of the NPV Compact may 

require a state elections official to direct its state’s 

electors to cast their ballots in support of a 

candidate who was not favored by the voters of 

that state.  

 

Passage of the NPV Compact will result in the 

emphasis of presidential campaigns shifting from 

the battleground states to areas of large 

concentrations of population. So, while some 

voters are disenfranchised by the EC, others might 

be disenfranchised by the NPV Compact. Because 

the Compact requires entry into a contract with 

other states which binds state elections officials to 

direct electors to vote in a certain way, regardless 

of the outcome of the election in their state, states’ 

rights are diminished.  

 

In addition, one can question the advisability of a 

method that bypasses the normal constitutional 

amendment process in this manner. 

 

Constitutional Issues  Many constitutional scholars 

argue that this plan will lead to extensive litigation 

involving challenges to the NVP Compact on 

issues such as the scope of constitutional powers, 

the Compact itself, the need for congressional 

approval, the concerns of non-compacting states, 

and constitutional protections of state interests and 

their role in elections.  

 

Mechanical Issues/Flaws The methods for 

enforcement of this plan are unclear. Opponents 

question the power and timing to withdraw from 

the Compact and the power to enforce compliance. 

 

Others express concern about an onslaught of 

lawsuits between compacting and non-compacting 

states, as well as procedures in close elections.   

 

The plan, allowing the election of a president by a 

plurality of votes, does not improve on the current 

system; neither the present system nor the NPV 

Compact requires that the president be elected by a 

majority.  

 

Other Issues The Voting Rights Act requires pre-

clearance for legislative changes. This, too, has the 

capacity to engender lawsuits to ensure 

compliance. 

 

League Issues This proposal does nothing to 

achieve the goal of uniform standards of voting. 

The NPV Compact is effective when passed by 

states representing 270 electoral votes, effectively 

negating the impact on presidential elections of the 

voters in states which represent the other half of 

electoral votes. A system which assures no voter 

disenfranchisement is a better way to assure that 

every person’s vote counts.  

 
The League has long supported the abolition of the EC. 

Although the NPV Compact purports to foster the same 

result, it creates additional concerns. Amending the U.S. 

Constitution is a difficult process, and we should 

seriously consider supporting the normal amendment 

procedures to abolish the EC versus this specific “work-

around.” 

 
To prepare for the consensus meeting, please read the 

complete version of this paper (available at 

www.lwv.org) by the LWVUS National Popular Voter 

Compact Study Committee. 

 
© 2008 by the League of Women Voters of the United States 

http://www.lwv.org/
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Bay Area Report ɬ March 2009 
by Sally Germain  

 

As your LWV-BA contact, I want to 

brief you on a new set of policies 

being crafted by our local 

governments this year.  Cities and 

counties are working together as 

members of regional agencies to 

flesh out requirements in recent 

legislation signed by Governer 

Schwarzenegger.  It is SB 375 

authored by Darrell Steinberg, who 

is the President Pro-tem of the 

California Senate.  What makes this 

new Act very timely is it will help 

the Governor and our State as a 

whole reduce our greenhouse gas 

emissions. 

 

Transportation factors contribute 

50% of greenhouse gases in the Bay 

Area.  How do we diminish these?  

Better emission controls on 

vehicles are assumed to be possible 

soon now that the EPA may allow 

them for states.  Locally, though, 

we must look for ways to reduce 

driving miles.  Because the 

population and number of vehicles 

are projected to increase into the 

future, we must look to behavior 

changes for part of the 

improvement. 

 

SB 375 asks us to set a goal of 

reduced emissions and then 

contrive strategies for meeting it.  

We are asked to pursue a 

“sustainable communities 

strategy” as part of the regional 

transportation plan, which is now 

going through its final approval 

review for the Year 2035.  Our 

regional combined city-county 

decisions under this law will have 

the effect of curbing our propensity 

toward sprawl.  What will the new 
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strategies entail?  Think of 

updates of general plans 

and land-use controls to 

reduce dependence on 

long distance home-to-

work travel.  Add to these a 

more efficient support by 

transit services.  Familiar 

terms as “infill” and 

“transit villages” come to 

mind, as well.  Flexibility 

and variable approaches 

will bring us to solutions 

appropriate to fit each 

region in the state.  Meshed 

together, all regions’ 

solutions will be designed 

to work with policies of 

contiguous regions.  

Overall, when the process is 

underway, it will prepare 

the entire state to achieve 

reduced greenhouse gas 

emissions.  This may take 

several years.  

Transportation policies will 

follow several approaches, 

including HOTL (high 

occupancy toll lanes) designed to speed up commuter traffic, where cars 

carrying more passengers may opt to enter controlled traffic lanes of 

freeways, paying with a vehicle-mounted transponder device, as used on toll 

bridges.  Appropriate adaptive responses will be offered by other regional 

agencies, some with climate change problems in mind. 

A Communi ty Response to an Epidemic of  

Bay Area Gun  Violence 

JOIN US for a discussion by gun violence prevention 
experts and a reception honoring Bay Area organizations 
dedicated to preventing violence and supporting victims! 

 Friday, March 27, 6:00 - 8:30 pm 

Grace Cathedral 
1100 California Street at Taylor 

San Francisco 

 The Bay Area Chapters of the Brady Campaign to Prevent 
Gun Violence invite you to attend a panel discussion on 
the crisis of gun violence in the Bay Area, its cost to society, 

and proposed solutions. 

You will also have an opportunity to view the Wounded in 
America exhibit on the last day it will be displayed at Grace 

Cathedral!  

Suggested Donation: $25 ī Refreshments including hors 
dôoeuvres and wine will be served. Donations at the door are 
welcome and will help defray the cost of the program, and 
assist the California Brady Chapters in their educational 

campaigns and advocacy for gun violence prevention policies. 

We welcome your involvement and participation!  

 Please RSVP by March 20th to 

 Rebecca at rebeccan@gracecathedral.org  
 or call 415-749-6355.  

mailto:rebeccan@gracecathedral.org
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Responses from Congressman Jerry McNerney 

By Phyllis Ceaser 

 

On February 25 Joyce Kingery, Jan Howe, Pat 

Snyder, and Phyllis Ceaser interviewed 

Nicole Alioto, an aide to Congressman Jerry 

McNerney. 

 

1. What should the federal government do 

to ensure that every American has health 

coverage? 

 

When we asked question one about what is 

necessary nationally to ensure health care for 

all, Mrs. Alioto replied that the Congressman 

had not yet taken any position in regard to 

health care reform. During the last Congress, 

since there was no possibility of action, 

taking a position was not a priority. Now 

with this policy issue on the agenda he will 

follow developments, and gather information 

before making a decision. We informed her 

that the California League was a supporter of 

single payer, and offered several ideas to 

explain that position. We mentioned the new 

report of the economic impacts of single 

payer funded and issued by the California 

Nurses Association (CNA). Titled "Single 

Payer/Medicare for 

All: An Economic Stimulus Plan for the 

Nation", it was completed by The Institute for 

Health and Socio-Economic Policy. As she 

expressed interest in receiving a copy and 

giving it to Congressman McNerney, an 

electronic copy has been forwarded to her. 

 

 2. Do you support legislation to set a 

declining cap on greenhouse gas emissions, 

based on the best-available science, in order 

to combat global climate change? 

 

Ms. Alioto stated that as a PhD. who 

formerly owned a wind-energy company in 

the Bay Area, Congressman McNerney is 

fully committed to dealing w/ energy 

concerns, global warming, and climate 

control from a scientist’s point of view. The 

Congressman is the only true scientist w/ any 

extensive engineering background on 

alternative energy and future development of 

a viable sustainable energy industry who is 

elected to Congress. He now sits on the 

Energy and Commerce Committee of the 

House and he sat on the House 

subcommittee On Energy and Air Quality in 

the last term. His House colleagues turn to 

him for professional advice on energy, 

alternatives, global warming, climate control 

measures, and the future of the US in these 

areas. We were given copies of two pieces of 

legislation which the Congressman co-

sponsored and continues to support:  
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1) HR 620 (Olver) Climate 

Stewardship Act of 2007, and 

2) HR 1590 

(Waxman) Safe Climate Act of 

2007. These will be 

reintroduced. We asked the 

Congressman to join us at our 

annual League general 

meeting in Rossmoor on 

Saturday, June 6, 2009, as our 

speaker. He can share with us 

his take on pending legislation 

on energy, climate control, 

and global warming. 

Ms.Alioto was aware that we 

had requested the 

Congressman’s commitment 

to this in 2007 through her 

former staff colleague, Sarah 

Hersh. She spoke with the 

Congressman’s scheduler who 

was in the office and we will 

get confirmation at a later 

date. 

 

3. What will you do to help 

reduce the level of 

partisanship at the federal 

level that has blocked 

progress on a number of 

important national issues in 

recent years? 

 

Ms. Alioto said she would 

submit this question to the 

congressman and email his 

answer to me. As of the 

VOTER deadline, we have not 

received this information. 

 

Something new for the League ɬ 

A "ÈÕËÐËÈÛÌÚɀɯ%ÈÐÙÌɯÐÕɯ ÓÈÔÖ 
by Kay James 

 

Our chapter co-sponsored a candidate faire in Alamo on 

January 22.  The other co-sponsors were the Alamo 

Community Foundation and the Alamo Chamber of 

Commerce.   Originally planned as a forum, a decision 

was made to instead do a candidates’faire, given the 

number of candidates that would be running for their 

town council – 16 at the time.  It was unusual in that 

Alamo would be voting on the issue of whether to 

incorporate or not on March 3; and, at the same time 

they would be voting for five town council members, 

should the vote be in favor of incorporation.  Jan Howe, 

Joyce Kingery and I attended the event and served as 

“moderators,” in the sense that we assured that everyone 

abided by a list of ground rules that our League 

provided the Foundation prior to the faire. 

 

The event was so well organized, thanks to a group of 

very competent members of the Alamo Community 

Foundation, and it was held at the Alamo Women’s 

Club, from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. that Thursday night.  More 

than 200 people turned out at the event.  Each attendee 

received a kind of passport so that each person could 

visit all of the candidates and thereby be eligible for a 

prize at the end of the night.  It was a great method to 

encourage everyone to make sure they stopped by each 

candidate’s table to find out who they were and what 

they planned to do, should they win a position on the 

council.  The 15 candidates that were available at the 

faire and in the running were Diane Barley, Bob 

Connelly, Dennis Johnson, Vicki Koc, Karen McPherson, 

Steve Mick, Vishwas More, John Morrow, Kevin 

Morrow, Randy Nahas, Karl Niyata, Joe Rubay, Grace 

Schmidt, Roger Smith and Brad Waite.  One candidate 

dropped out - Brad Stribling – leaving a total of 15 

candidates.  
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Help Wanted 

If you have basic computer/internet skills, here are two important LWVDV jobs (that can be done on your own schedule):  

 * Webmaster (the technical aspects are handled at the state level--you just submit the changes in content, such as 

our monthly meeting descriptions).   

 * e-scrip administrator.  

 

Contact Ashley Coates ashleyaoc@comcast.net 283-3638 for more information.  

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 

 

The Diablo Valley LWV warmly welcomes the following new members: 

 
Cindy Harper 

239 Summerford Circle 

San Ramon, CA 94583 

National Member Status 

 

Linda Locke 

2000 Glenwood Drive 

Antioch, CA 94509-2626 

linnlocke@comcast.net 

National Member Status 

Lucia Trujillo 

1213 Fetzer Lane 

Oakley, CA 94561 

925-202-1678 

Judy Link 

P.O. Box 818 

Diablo, CA 94528 

National Member Status 

Catherine A. Torlakson 

4850 Deer Valley Rd. 

Antioch, CA 94531 

925-377-9207 

 

 

Add the above member information to your Membership Directory 

 

Membership Information Changes 

 
Please note the following changes to your Membership Directory: 

 

Beverly Voelker 

P.O. Box 1188 

Clayton, CA 94517 

925-672-3390 

alpha341@astound.net 

 

March Member Renewal List 2009 
If your name appears below, then it is time to renew your membership.  Please use the form on the back 
cover and send your dues ($60 annually or $90 per household) to our office. 

Judy Carney 

Mary Flott 

Bonnie and Don Grant 

Kathy Hicks 

Barbara Owens 

Molly Sestanovich 

Barbara Wille 

Margaret Yeaman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to join or for any membership issues, please contact our Membership Chair, 

Linda Soliven at bonsaigirl43@att.net. 

mailto:linnlocke@comcast.net
mailto:bonsaigirl43@att.net
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Membership Form and Calendar 

Join the League of Women Voters of Diablo Valley 
Membership is not based on ability to pay.  To pay alternate dues or 
request a scholarship, please contact membership chair Linda Solven 
at the League office by calling (925) 283-2235.  Person under 18 may 
join as associate members (nonvoting). 
___ $60 Regular dues  
___ $30 Additional Household member 
___ $60 Gift Membership for _____________________________ 
___ $25 Student / Associate 
 
Your name ___________________________________________ 
Address ______________________________________________ 
               City _______________________State ____ Zip _______ 
Phone ___________________ 
Email: ________________________________________________ 
 

Send your check made out to LWVDV to: 
LWVDV, 500 St. Maryôs Road #14,  Lafayette, CA 94549 
Donations to the LWV Education Fund are tax-deductible. 

Please plan on attending our next meeting.  Bring a friend or call our 

office to carpool at (925) 283-2235. 

Calendar: 

March 4 NPVC Study Group II 

March 6-7 Health Care Activist Training 

March 9 Board Meeting 

March 11  NPVC Study Group I 

March 27 Gun Violence Prevention Meeting 

April 4 NPVC Consensus Meeting 

May 16 LWVC Convention 

 

League Websites 

Diablo Valley: www.lwvdv.org 

Bay Area: www.lwvba.ca.lwvnet.org 

California: ca.lwv.org 

US: www.lwv.org 
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