
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January Meeting for Members: 

Pizza and Program Planning 
Thursday, January 29    6:30 pm to 9:00 pm. 

LWVDV Boardroom, 500 St Mary's Rd, Lafayette* 

 
* (dress warmly--we have had trouble with our heat) 

 
What should LWV be doing? We have a lot of Voter Service Activities 

before elections, but what about the "other hat" we wear: Advocacy--

where should we focus our efforts? Come enjoy pizza and salad ($7 

donation) or a beverage (free) while we discuss what issues we think 

are the most important for the League to tackle.   

 

What we can do locally to strengthen our league and our communities? 

Think about what you want to work on the rest of this league year and 

plan for in the coming year. 

 

For the state level of LWV, this is the first step in developing the 

program goals that will be voted on at the convention in May.  See how 

to prepare for this meeting in the President's Notes on page 2. 

 

RSVP by January 24 (indicate whether or not you will have pizza) by 

calling the office 283-2235.   

January, 2009 
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February Meeting 

Get educated about Affordable Housing with Evelyn Stivers , Director of the San Francisco 
based Nonprofit Housing Association of Northern California (NPH.)  

Thursday, February 26, 2009, 7 – 9pm 

Location to be Announced.  



 

 

 

Happy New Year! 

LWV is more fun if 

you know some 

other members. To 

meet other LWV 

members in your 

community, you 

can call your area 

representative (our 

office has a list, and the list also is in the 

newly-available membership directory). If 

there isn’t an area rep in your community, 

consider volunteering to serve as one.  

Meanwhile, skim the Membership Directory 

for members living near you, and chat on 

the phone or over coffee or a walk. 

There are lots of ways you can get involved 

in LWV (no experience required).  Here is 

one opportunity this month: 

Members of LWV of California (LWVC) 

have studied and developed positions on 

many issues.  You can get a paper copy of 

the booklet “Action Policies and Positions 

Updated 2006” from our office (call first to 

see when someone will be there) or get a  

link to it from the LWVC members only 

website:        
http://ca.lwv.org/lwvonly/progplan/index.html 

Updates made since 2006 are available in 

paper and on the website. You also can read 

how positions have been applied in a 

document called "Summary and Use of 

LWVC Positions" on the website. 

The LWVC has been doing a strategic 

planning process, and determined that we 

need to focus our person-power where we 

are most respected and can make the most 

impact: Democracy, Voting, and Civic 

Engagement.  Do you agree?  Do you feel 

we can limit ourselves to those topics or are 

others of paramount importance to you?  Is 

the league the best organization for 

addressing those topics?  Let your voice be 

heard at our Program Planning meeting on 

January 29. (If you can’t attend the meeting, 

you can send your input to Jan Howe 

beforehand). 

Ashley Coates  

ashleyaoc@comcast.net  283-3638 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes from LWV Diablo Valley President, Ashley Coates 

The 2008-2009 LWV-DV Member Directory is Out! 

How can you get one if you want it? 

 Pick one up when you attend a League event. 

 Pick one up at the League Office. Call 1st. 
 Call the League office to request one be mailed to you. 

Once you have your directory, please donõt forget to 
keep it updated with the Membership additions and 
changes published in the Membership section of each 
monthõs VOTER. 

 



 

Water: Californiaôs New Gold 
2009 Bay Area League Day 

Saturday, January 31, 2009 

9:00 a.m. ð 2:00 p.m. 

Registration and refreshments: 9:00 ð 9:30 a.m. 

MetroCenter Auditorium, 101 Eighth Street, Oakland, CA 94607 
 

Faced with a changing climate and a drought cycle in California, the Bay Area has a critical opportunity 

to plan for the future use of water, a finite resource. The demise of a healthy Delta system has raised the 

question of water use, diversion and storage. Can the Delta fisheries be restored while the farmers 

continue to use 80% of the water supply passing through the Delta? Is there a conveyance system that can 
provide protection for the fisheries and an adequate supply of water for the farmers? Can the choice of 

crops affect the water usage? Should all water users be required to have water meters? These are the 

questions we have ð come to Bay Area League Day and join the discussion in the search for answers! 
 

Keynote Address: State of the Delta and Water Resources 

Lois Wolk, Newly Elected State Senator and State Assemblymember (2002-08) 
 

Delta habitat: Can a healthy Delta habitat be restored? 

Christina Swanson, Executive Director, Bay Institute 

 

Crop choices: Can California be more water-wise in growing crops? 

A.G. Kawamura, Secretary, California Department of Food and Agriculture 

Heather Cooper, Research Associate, Pacific Institute 
 

Levee maintenance: What are the threats to the Delta levees? 

Raymond B. Seed, Professor, Civil and Environmental Engineering, UC Berkeley 
 

Regional-conveyance of water: Who owns the waters of the state? 

Katherine Kelly, California Department of Water Resources 

 

Bay Area regional perspectives of the Delta Vision: 

Kathleen Van Velsor, Project Director for Water and Land Use Studies, ABAG 

 
This yearôs Bay Area League Day is made possible in part by the East Bay Municipal Utility District. 
 

# ------------------------------------ REGISTRATION FORM ----------------------------------------- 

 

The price of this yearõs Bay Area League Day is $25 ($15 without lunch) before January 23, and $30 ($20 without lunch) after that. To 
register, please write check payable to òLWVBAó and send with this form to 1611 Telegraph Avenue, Suite 300, Oakland, CA 94612. 

 

Name: ____________________________________ Local League: ____________________________ 

 

Phone: ____________________________________ E-mail: __________________________________ 

 

Registration is also available online at www.lwvbayarea.org. 
For more details, call (510) 839-1608 or send an e-mail to editor@bayareamonitor.org. 

 



 

Membership Committee Planning Meeting 

By Linda Soliven 
 

Contra Costa County is large and incorporates diverse communities.  The League 
Board realizes the need for and power of reaching out to more diverse populations of 
ethnicity, age, working mothers as well as fathers and a plethora of other changes that 
are realities of todayôs society.  As a League we need to expand our efforts and 
practices to facilitate member involvement.   

As Membership Chair, I have been asked to 
gather a Task Force to address such a plan that 
not only helps our members learn about the 
League, but also supports a member to engage in 
his/her interests in becoming part of the Leagueôs 
ñhands on work to strengthen and protect our 
democracyò.  

An initial meeting is scheduled for Saturday, 
January 3. 2009, 1:30-3:30 pm at the LWVDV 
Office.  

This task needs the ideas and involvement of Diablo Valley League members who have 
and/or are now serving as an Area Representative, may be thinking about serving or 
has experience and history with how the League worked in the earlier days as Units, 
etc. Your input would be most valuable. 

I welcome and urge anyone interested to attend this meeting.  If you cannot attend this 
first meeting, please e-mail me:  bonsaigirl43@att.net or call me:  925-776-2342.   You 
will be contacted with information and a future meeting date.   

Thank you.        

Linda Soliven, Membership Chair 

 

 

LWVUS Joins National Health Care Coalition 
By Pat Snyder 

The LWVUS Board has voted to join The National Coalition on Health Care  
(NCHC), a coalition of over 70 member organizations, including medical  

associations, labor unions, businesses, religious groups and 
health care advocates. The NCHC focuses on five principles 
in health care reform: health care coverage for all, cost 
management, improvement of health care quality and safety, 
equitable financing, and simplified administration.  Check out 
the resources of NCHC on their website 
http://www.nchc.org/about/.  

 

 

 

 



 

Report of Decisions by the Board in December 

By Christy Casassa 

Treasurer's Report  

 The Financial Report was accepted and a new Expense 
Voucher is being designed.  

 Ashley Coates, Danelle Snyder & Barbara Owens to be 
signers on Washinton Mutual Accts.  

 The invoice for the televised debates is being reviewed 
with CCTV to understand why the costs were higher 
than expected.  

 A letter will be sent to the Board of Supervisors and City 
Councils to request donations to cover the additional 
cost.  

 It is important that each of the supporting organizations 
understand that LWV-DV should not bear the entire cost 
overrun.  

LWV-C Report of Survey by Local Leagues - Bonnie Hamlin 

 As part of Program Planning local leagues are exploring 
what the CA League priorities should be. 

Voter Service 

 Alamo incoportation is coming up in March and we want 
to do a candidate forum. 

Nominating Committee & Appointments  

 Need to fill all Area Rep positions this year.  
 Budget Committee to be appointed in January  
 Bylaws review and revisions committee to be formed in 

January 

Membership Committee 

 Directory is out and ready to be distributed at events or 
mailed out if requested.  

 Jan. 3rd meeting to design orientation and further define 
role of area reps. 

Program  

 The Annual Meeting will be a breakfast at Rossmoor 
and Jan Howe is currently looking for speaker for that 
meeting, possibly Sunne McPeak.  

 Bay Area League day is Jan. 31st, and will be Water: 
California's New Gold 

Raise $$ for LWV at no cost to 
you! 

Please Register for the e-scrip program 
(and pass this on to friends and family) 

 

It's easy to register online for e-scrip*. 
Every time you make a purchase at 
Safeway or other participating 
merchants, a small % of your purchase 
will be donated to LWVDV. 

 

Brief Instructions: 

Go to www.escrip.com and click on the 
number 1 where it says Sign Up ï It's 
Free! 

It will lead you through several steps to 
register yourself and designate LWVDV. 

 

Step 1: Search to see if your group is 
enrolled with the program: 

Search by Group Name, and  in the box 
type: League of Women Voters of 
Diablo Valley, then click on Search.  
Click on League of Women Voters of 
Diablo Valley. 

 

Step 2: Please provide information 
about yourself: 

       Please fill in all mandatory fields:  
name, address, email address 

 

Further steps: Continue through the 
steps, entering as much information as 
is required--you decide whether to 
enter any optional information.  When 
you have finished registering, you will 
receive a confirmation e-mail.   

Periodically, you will need to re-register 
your cards.  Cathy Sherwood, our e-
scrip coordinator, will remind us when 
it is time to re-register. 

*if you don't have online access at 
home, you can use a computer at the 
public library, or ask a friend to help 

you through the process. 

www.escrip.com


 

National Popular Vote Compact 

By Ashley Coates 

In 2004, LWVUS updated its position on Selection of the President of the United States.  The position now 

states: 

The League of Women Voters of the United States believes that the direct-popular-vote method for electing the 

President and Vice-President is essential to representative government. The League of Women Voters believes, 

therefore, that the Electoral College should be abolished. The League also supports 

uniform voting qualifications and procedures for presidential elections. The League 

supports changes in the presidential election system – from the candidate selection 

process to the general election. We support efforts to provide voters with sufficient 

information about candidates and their positions, public policy issues and the selection 

process itself. The League supports action to ensure that the media, political parties, 

candidates, and all levels of government achieve these goals and provide that 

information. 

At the 2008 LWVUS Convention, the delegates voted to adopt a new study, "The 

Advisability of Using the National Popular Vote Compact among the States as a 

Method for Electing the President." 

A background paper on the National Popular Vote Compact, with more background on the LWVUS position 

on Selecting the President has been posted on www.lwv.org.  Go to  For Members, Projects and Programs,  

National Popular Vote Compact.  If you do not have easy access to the internet and would like to receive a copy 

of the background paper, contact Ashley Coates, 283-3638. 

 

 
 

 

 

Dear League Friends: 

 

On behalf of the Winter Nights homeless families, staff, and volunteers, we want to thank you for the funds donated at 
the League Holiday Luncheon and for the receipts from Alice Johnson’s cookie sales for the Winter Nights Homeless 
Family Shelter [$900.00 in donations and $110 in cookie sales, totaling over $1,000!]  Your generosity is awesome. 

Winter Nights opened October 13 at St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church in Lafayette, and is currently home to 15 adults, 9 
teenagers, 2 6-12 year olds, and 9 children under 5 years—a total of 35 individuals who have found themselves without 
homes. 

The Pre-School Literacy Project and its learning stations, Denisa Bland, our Americorps teacher, and our Education 
Specialist Judy Stillman are helping our young ones grow in educational skills.   

These professionals offer their services pro-bono, as does our social worker, transportation team, executive director, 
and our many volunteers at the host congregations.   

Your donation is making a difference in the lives of our families.  As they move closer to their goals of stable housing 
and employment that will enable them to be independent, the family members are in a warm, safe place, with delicious 
meals prepared by members of the host congregations, developing their plans with the case manager, for as long as 
they need to be in the shelter between mid-October, 2008, and April 27, 2009. 

Many thanks. 

Sincerely, 

Gwen Watson, Director                     Rev. Brian Stein-Webber, Executive 
Director 

Winter Nights Shelter                     Interfaith Council of Contra Costa County
  

 

www.lwv.org


 

LIGHTING THE WAY TO A GREENER ENVIRONMEN T 
By Eleanor Revelle (LWVIL and LWVUS Climate Change Task Force Member) 

 

It's on every Top Ten list of things-to-do to save energy and 

help fight global climate change: Replace incandescent light 

bulbs with compact fluorescent lights (CFLs).   

 

The benefits are compelling. CFLs use roughly one-quarter of 

the electricity of an incandescent bulb to produce the same 

amount of light. This means savings for consumers through 

reduced electric bills. And by reducing the demand for 

electricity, it means less global warming pollution from coal-

fired power plants.   

 

About one-third of global warming pollution in the United 

States is caused by coal plants generating electricity. And 

lighting accounts for 20 percent of the electricity used. For 

consumers whose electricity is produced from coal, replacing a 

single incandescent bulb with a CFL will keep over half a ton 

of carbon dioxide (CO2) out of the atmosphere over the life of 

the bulb.   

 

Those consumers whose electricity is supplied primarily by 

nuclear power can make an impact as well. Nuclear power 

plants typically sell their considerable excess base-load 

capacity to electrical distributors in nearby regions which 

otherwise depend on coal-fired power. Reducing demand for 

electricity in such cases, therefore, makes more emissions-free 

nuclear power available to replace carbon-intensive coal-fired 

power elsewhere. 

 

Is Mercury a Problem?  
CFLs do contain a very small amount of mercuryðabout 5 

milligrams, enough to cover the tip of a ballpoint pen. The 

mercury is safe while the bulb is intact or in use, and even if 

the CFL should break, it poses little risk.   

 

Far more serious are the 50 tons of mercury emitted annually 

from coal-burning power plants in the United States. To 

generate the average 10,660 kilowatt hours (kWh) of electricity 

used by the typical household each year, a power plant will 

emit about 245 mg of mercury (roughly 0.023 mg of 

mercury/kWh of electricity produced). By using CFLs instead 

of incandescent bulbs, homeowners will reduce their electrical 

demand and cut mercury emissions as well.    

 

Assessing the Impact  
Let's compare a 23-watt CFL with an incandescent bulb that 

produces the same amount of light, namely a 100-watt bulb.  

Since ENERGY STAR-qualifed CFLs last five to ten times 

longer than incandescent bulbs, this example compares one 23-

watt CFL with five 100-watt incandescents, equivalent to the 

minimum expected lifetime of the one 23-watt CFL.   

 

 1 23-watt CFL  5 100-watt incandescents 

Cost of bulbs (Home Depot prices) $4.00 $3.15 

Lifespan of bulbs 5,000 hours  5 x  1,000 hours 

Electricity used over bulbs' lifetime 115 kWh 500 kWh 

Cost of electricity (at 10¢/kWh) $11.50 $50.00 

CO2 produced 230 lb 1,000 lb 

Mercury (electrical generation) 2.6 mg 11.5 mg 

Mercury (in the bulb) * 5.0 mg 0 

* With proper disposal, the mercury in the CFL will not enter the environment. 

 

Nuts & Bolts of Fair Housing: Workshop 
LWVDV will be holding a general meeting about affordable housing in February, but if you 

already know you want to advocate for affordable housing in your own community, you may 

want to attend this thorough workshop (with lunch provided): 

FAIR HOUSING TRAINING:  Housing Elements 2009 

January 15, 2009   9:30 am to 4:00 pm 

Presented by Public Interest Law Project, Public Advocates, Bay Area Legal Aid, and the Non-

Profit Housing Association of Northern California. 

For more information, contact Alma Gonzales at Bay Area Legal Aid: 408-283-3700 ext 2657. 



 

 

Making the Switch  
For those who haven't made the switch to CFLs yet or who 

were unhappy with fluorescent lights in the past, it's time to 

check out the nearest lighting display.   

 

Å CFLs now come in a variety of shapes and sizesðmini-

spirals small enough to use in table lamps, sconces and 

ceiling fixtures; globes for bathroom vanity fixtures; 

chandelier bulbs; recessed downlights; and more. 

 

Å CFLs can replace incandescent bulbs in almost any fixture. 

Some are specifically designed for use with dimmers or in 

three-way fixtures. 

 

Å The amount of light that any bulb will put out is measured 

in lumens. A 100-watt incandescent bulb will put out about 

1,600 lumens. Replacing that bulb with a 23-watt CFL will 

also produce 1,600 lumens, but it will require much less 

power. 

 

Å CFLs are available in a range of color temperatures. For a 

warm (yellowish) light, look for a CFL labeled soft white, 

with a color temperature of 2,700K (degrees Kelvin). CFLs 

labeled bright white and daylight will have a cooler (bluish) 

light and higher Kelvin numbers (e.g., 3,500K or 5,500K). 

Å Look for ENERGY STAR-qualified bulbs. These have 

been tested to meet stringent performance criteria; they 

will use 75 percent less energy than an incandescent bulb 

and last up to ten times longer. 

 

Disposing of CFLs  
Mercury is a potent neurotoxin, and proper disposal of CFLs is 

a must. The U.S. EPA is working with CFL manufacturers and 

major retailers to expand recycling and disposal options. Ikea, 

Home Depot and some hardware stores already accept used 

CFLs, and many states and municipalities sponsor regular 

household hazardous waste collection programs that include 

CFLs. 

 

State and local recycling options can be found online at 

www.epa.gov/bulbrecycling/ and at www.earth911.org. 

 

If a CFL should break, scoop up the glass fragments and fine 

particles with stiff paper or cardboard and put them in a plastic 

bag. Do not use a vacuum or broom. Wipe the area with a 

damp paper towel and place that in the bag, too. Seal the bag, 

place it in a second plastic bag, and dispose of it properly. If 

weather permits, open windows to allow the room to ventilate. 

 

 

 

Online Resources for Additional Information 

ENERGY STAR comprehensive CFL web page: www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=cfls.pr_cfls  

 

Environmental Defense detailed guide to finding energy-saving light bulbs that work for you: www.environmentaldefense.org/page.cfm?tagid=632 

 

Earth 911 Web site with extensive information about recycling: http://earth911.org/recycling/ 

 

State-by-state listing of disposal and recycling options: www.epa.gov/bulbrecycling/ 

 

U.S. EPA information on cleaning up mercury spills: www.epa.gov/mercury/spills/index.htm 

 

Produced by the LWVUS Climate Change Task Force 

© 2008 by the League of Women Voters of the United States 

 

 

 

 

 

Where in the world is Ann Flynn... 

After 20 years of living in Walnut Creek, raising a family, serving on the local school 
board and volunteering for the League, Ann decided to pursue a life-long dream of 
joining the Foreign Service. Amazingly enough, she passed the written and oral 
exams, and then went to Washington for training, including learning her first foreign 
language.  

Now Ann is serving in her first post as a Vice Consul in Monterrey, Mexico. She works 
in the non-immigrant visa section where she interviews Mexican citizens to determine if 
they should be issued visitor/work/student visas. The work is challenging and high-
volume.  

Ann's next post will be in Abuja, Nigeria in 2009. 
 

http://www.epa.gov/bulbrecycling/
http://www.earth911.org/
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=cfls.pr_cfls
http://www.earth911.org/
http://www.epa.gov/mercury/spills/index.htm


 

If you would like to join or for any membership issues, please contact our Membership Chair, 
Linda Soliven at bonsaigirl43@att.net. 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 

 

The Diablo Valley LWV warmly welcomes the following new members: 

 

Keith Germain 

Julie Germain 

1223 Shakespeare Drive 

Concord, CA 94521 

925-685-1492 

onthegotoo@att.net 

Charan Langton 

860 Dolphin Dr. 

Danville, CA 
94526mntcastle@earthlink.net 

 

Kelli Jo Kipp 

46 Danridge Court 

Antioch, CA 94509 

925-757-1069 

kippilonie@yahoo.com 

Guyla W. Ponomareff 

1079 Via Media 

Lafayette, CA 94547 

925-942-5106 

gwp7@aol.com 

 

 

Add the above member information to your Membership Directory 

 
January 2009 Membership Renewal List 

If your name appears below, then it is time to renew your membership.  Please use the form on the back cover and 
send your dues ($60 annually or $90 per household) to our office. 

 

Beverley Bilge 

Carol and Phil Carsten 

Lara Delaney 

Peggy Hall 

Kathleen Hegen 

Jan Howe 

Peggy Huston 

Kay James 

Rachel Landes 

Jack McCurdie 

Hilda Perlowin 

 

 

LWV Members Invited to 
Become Delegates to American 

Citizens' Summit 

 

Are you interested in reducing the 
partisan divide, restoring a relationship 
between government and the American 
people, and do you want to be part of a 
new kind of public conversation that 
moves beyond polarization?   Apply 
proven methods of facilitated dialogue, 
deliberation and conflict resolution at 
the American Citizensô Summit on Feb 
11-15, 2009 in Denver, Colorado.  To 
learn more or register please visit: 
www.Transpartisan.net.  If you have 
questions or to register, please contact 
Cheryl Graeve at cgraeve@lwv.org. 

 
City of Oakley Sign publicizes one of the many events 

hosted by the League during the election season. 

mailto:bonsaigirl43@att.net
mailto:onthegotoo@att.net
mailto:94526mntcastle@earthlink.net
mailto:kippilonie@yahoo.com
mailto:gwp7@aol.com
www.Transpartisan.net


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Membership Form and Calendar 

Join the League of Women Voters of Diablo Valley 

Membership is not based on ability to pay.  To pay alternate dues or 
request a scholarship, please contact membership chair Linda Solven 
at the League office by calling (925) 283-2235.  Person under 18 may 
join as associate members (nonvoting). 

___ $60 Regular dues  

___ $30 Additional Household member 

___ $60 Gift Membership for _____________________________ 

___ $25 Student / Associate 

 

Your name ___________________________________________ 

Address ______________________________________________ 

               City _______________________State ____ Zip _______ 

Phone ___________________ 

Email: ________________________________________________ 

 

Send your check made out to LWVDV to: 

LWVDV, 500 St. Maryôs Road #14,  Lafayette, CA 94549 

Donations to the LWV Education Fund are tax-deductible. 

Please plan on attending our next meeting.  Bring a friend or call our 

office to carpool at (925) 283-2235. 

Calendar: 

January 3  Membership Committee Planning 
Meeting 

January 12  Board Meeting 

January 15  Fair Housing Training 

January 29  Program Planning Meeting 

January 31  Bay Area League Day 

February 9 Board Meeting 

February 11 American Citizens Summit 

February 26 Affordable Housing Meeting 

 

League Websites 

Diablo Valley: www.lwvdv.org 

Bay Area: www.lwvba.ca.lwvnet.org 

California: ca.lwv.org 

US: www.lwv.org 
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