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OUR DELTA WATER
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How can we

restore the delta and maintain a healthy ecology?
keep the delta accessible for all to enjoy?
provide necessary water for farmers?

have quality water in the quantities we need?

Come listen!

Saturday, January 23
10am -1 pm
Antioch Historical Society Hall

1500 W.4"™ St., Antioch CA
(Off Highway 4, take the Sommersville/Auto Parkway Exit North)

A moderated panel of experts includes:

Kari Fisher

Counsel for the Farm Bureau
Dr. Gregory Gartrell

Assistant Manager of the Contra Costa Water District
Dr. Lawrence Kolb

former Assistant Director for the Water Quality Board (retired)

Karla Nemeth, Liaison

CA Natural Resources Agency and Bay-Delta Conservation Plan.

David Nesmith

Environmental Water Caucus, environment advocate
Susanna Schlendor

15th Assembly District Director for Joan Buchanan
Mary Peipho

Contra Costa County Supervisor, District 3

SPONSORED BY:

The League of Women Voters of Diablo Valley and San Joaquin County.
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Notes from LWV Diablo Valley President, Ashley Coates

The Hot Topic for January 23. If you want to carpool, call your
~ January is WATER and area rep, me, or the office to arrange a ride.
our Delta. Area Reps:
- Approximately 1/3 of all Rossmoor: Barb Owens 945-6172
of California’'s water Walnut Creek: Maggie Yeaman 932-2846
flows through the Delta Lamorinda: Joyce Kingery 386-0067
and San Francisco San Ramon: Gayle Jones Larson 735-3734
Bay, and many Concord/Clayton: Lura Dymond 798-0129
interests compete for Pittsburg Area: Ana Spinola 768-0177
this water. Several speakers will educate us on Delta Area: Linda Soliven 776-2342
the tradeoffs involved in legislation controlling
the flow of water into the Delta (or not). Be (continued on page 4)

sure to attend this critical forum on Saturday,

Rally for SB 810 - California Universal Health Care Act

January brings the resumption of legislative activity for this two year bill.

SB 810 (Leno) must be voted on by the Senate Appropriations Committee before January 22"
and by the full Senate by January 29"™. We must make sure that all of our State Senators
understand the importance of passing single payer health care in California.

SB 810 will provide high quality, affordable, guaranteed health care to all Californians, AND
save the State billions of dollars in health care costs. At a time when growing State Budget
deficits, and millions of Californians are without jobs and healthcare, we must take the
important step of passing REAL health care for all.

The League of Women Voters of California holds a strong support position on this legislation,

and is one of the 23 members of the State Strategy group working for passage.

On Monday, January 11, join other supporters for a Rally in Sacramento
sponsored by the California Health Professions Student Association (CaHPSA)

12 NOON - North Steps of the State Capitol
11:00 March from Embassy Suites 100 Capitol Mall

Contact Pat Snyder if you are interested in carpooling
925-962-0379 or Patsnydr@aol.com
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The League of Women Voters of the Bay Area Presents
Bay Area League Day 2010

Big Steps, Little Steps to Addressing Climate Change

A program about reducing greenhouse gas emissions and confronting
climate change

Saturday, January 30, 2010

9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

MetroCenter, 101 Eighth Street, Oakland, California

Featuring keynote speaker Mary D. Nichols, Chair, California Air Resources
Board

With additional experts in the morning session addressing:

Regional Transportation Requirements of Senate Bill 375

(Steve Heminger, Executive Director, Metropolitan Transportation Commission)

State Land Use and Smart Growth Policies

(Julia Lave Johnston, Deputy Director for Planning
Environmentalist Visions for the Bay Area in 2035

(Jeremy Madsen, Executive Director, Greenbelt Alliance)

Regional Air Quality Requirements of Senate Bill 375

(Speaker from the Bay Area Air Quality Management District)

State Housing Requirements of Senate Bill 375

(Cathy Creswell, Deputy Director of Housing Policy Development, California HCD)

And an afternoon session showcasing success stories of confronting climate change around the region:
City of Berkeley (Tom Bates, Mayor)

County of Sonoma (Rod Dole, Tax Auditor and Controller)

City of San Jose (Laurel Prevetti, Planner, and Ashwini Kantak, Assistant to the City Manager)
City of San Francisco (Calla Ostrander, Climate Change Coordinator)

--------------------------------------------- REGISTRATION FORM =-nmeemmemmemmeameememeamcnm e

The price of this yeards Bay Area League Day is $25 ($%$1
without lunch) after that. Alight breakfast will be served to all who attend. To register, please write check
payabl e to ALWVBAO and mail with this form to 1611Tel egr

Name:

Local League:

Phone:

E-mail:
Registration is also available online through January 21 via PayPal at www.lwvbayarea.org.
For more details, call (510) 839-1608 or send an e-mail to editor@bayareamonitor.org.
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«

Start the New Year off by giving a gift of membership!

»

»
5L Share your value and belief in preserving democracy

the mission of the League.
»* > *
Giving a gift of membership can be significant to a young
adult m oving into the world of work, a retiree who can now :

>
X
ST

have the time to engage in civic interests or a
sister/brother/friend who shares your val ue of civic
. I} responsibility and whose birthday is coming up.

Simply use the form on the back page of this VOTER.

Notes from the President (continued from page 2)

Want to influence what LWV focuses on in the next year? Attend our "Pizza and Program
Planning" meeting on February 2 at 6:30 pm at our office in Lafayette. Beverages and dessert
provided. Optional pizza and salad for $5.00. RSVP to Ashley Coates 283-3638,
president@Iwvdv.org.

If you can't attend on February 2, please email president@Iwvdv.org or call Jan Howe with your
suggestions.

LWV is where hands-on work to promote democracy leads to civic improvement. The more
members we have, the more we can accomplish together. When you meet someone who wishes
she could make a difference, tell her about LWV and invite her to attend the next meeting. Point
her to our website: www.lwvdv.org. If you would like some brochures about LWV to carry with you
in your purse or car, contact Linda Soliven.

See you soon at one of our meetings.
Ashley Coates, President
(283-3638)

(best to reach me after 4 pm or on weekends)
ashleyaoc@comcast.net
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Notes from the November Board Meeting

by Jan Howe

Four of our members (Ashley Coates, Linda Soliven, Joan Conley, and Jan Howe) went to the
Redistricting and Government reform updates provided by the state League in Sacramento and
Palo Alto. Direct any questions about these topics to them.

In 2010, the LWVDV picks up the pace with the Delta Water presentation in Antioch at the lovely
Historical Society hall on January 23 from 10am to 1pm. We are co-sponsoring this event with the
San Joaquin League. They are providing our moderator, Janet Wagner-Tyack, who has
participated in numerous delta water events. Attendees are urged to carpool to Antioch on that
Saturday. Members of the press, elected Federal, state, and city officials in the delta communities

are specifically invited to attend.
There will be a $11 billion bond
measure on the 2010 ballot, and
we want to educate voters on the
nuances involved with this
important issue. New water laws
and regulations, commissions or
councils, as well as added debt
will affect Californians locally
and statewide.

Annual Program Planning will

be held February 2. LWVDV

will co-sponsor i Wo me n |
Contra Costa H
with AAUW on February 21. In
March we will repeat the
Education Budget Crisis
presentation in Pittsburg. Our
Annual Meeting will be on May
22, with a speaker addressing
potential reforms to the state
budget process

LWVDV will begin trainings for
Pros & Cons as
League Recomme
Orientations of new members are
on-going. Candidates forums

will occur for major offices.
Members who can serve in on-
board or off-board positions are
begin recruited now by Joan
Lautenberger!

Hello!

| am the Area Representative for the San Ramon Valley,
namely San Ramon, Danville, Alamo and Diablo and | am
fairly new to the League, as well.

| joined over a year ago and have been to two League events
in that time. 1 still have children in high school, am fairly
active with legislative issues via the PTA and have recently
started a business, all of which leaves little time for much
else! | joined the League because their structure and
philosophy run roughly parallel to those of the PTA, and
someday my children will be grown, but advocacy goes on
and on!!!

So, | am hosting a gathering at my home in San Ramon on
Saturday, January 30, 1-3:00 pm. It is intended to be a very
informal affair and an opportunity to learn about the League
activities and member resources. Additionally, we will learn
how to register voters the League way, one of the most
important services the League provides. Finally, we hope to
discuss what issues we feel are important in our
communities.

| would appreciate an RSVP no later than January 25" so |
can plan the refreshments. There will be League Board
members attending to help us all get informed together.

| am very much looking forward to meeting everyone!

Gayle Jones Larson

4235 Canyon Crest Rd. West
San Ramon, CA 94582
925-735-3734
gjlarson2468@gmail.com
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CASA Presentation

by Sharon Anduri

On November 5 the LWV-DV co-sponsored an informative
presentation by Charles Mead, the Executive Director of CASA of Contra
Costa. Mr. Mead explained the purpose and
function of the CASA (Court Appointed Special

Advocates) program and discussed the impact of
budget cuts on the foster care system in this M
county. o

CASA is in its 28 year here and trains ™
volunteers to be advocates for minors who are

dependents in the Juvenile Court because of abuse
and/or neglect by their parents. The CASA C A S A

Court Appointed Special Advocates

volunteers serve the most needy of these FOR CHILDREM

dependents. Volunteers must have 30 hours of

intensive training that includes learning about the
legal issues, confidentiality of the relationship and child development.

The CASA program is more important now than ever because of the
budget cuts that affect the foster care system. There are now fewer social
workers from Children and Family Services assigned to work with the
children, families and foster parents. Attorneys who represent the children
and parents have increased caseloads. Services such as tutoring and
counseling are being cut.

Mr. Mead informed the group that there will be an orientation session

for those interested in
Welcome our new Board Secretary, | becominga CASA on
Thursday, January 7%, 2010

Lee Lawrence . : :
and a training session begins

Lee has served in many roles for LWVDV: in February. He asked those
Manager of our e-mail |I.St, C.oordln.af[or of interested to call the CASA
Last Chance Voter Registration, Civil _ _
Liberties/Racial Justice Chair. Now she has office at 925-256-7284 to sign
agreed to be a Board Officer as Secretary, up for this orientation

responsible for taking minutes (and helping

us wrap up long-winded discussions!) session or to learn more

about the program.
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A Revolution from the Court?

by Mary G. Wilson, President, League of Women Voters of the United States

(The League filed an amicus brief in the case Citizens United v. FEC _in
association with the Constitutional Accountability
Center)

In a breathtaking move eatrlier this year, the Supreme

Court ordered reconsideration of one of the basic pillars

of modern American democracy i the prohibition on
unlimited corporate and union spending in candidate

elecions. The Courtods upcomCinzgns de
United v. FEC  will determine whether corp orations can
intervene directly in elections from school board to

President of the United States. It thus has the

potential to be more important than Bush v. Gore to
American democracy. This is not merely another run -
of -the -mill, technical case about cam paign finance
regulations; it has the potential to allow corporate wealth to dominate our
elections for years to come.

Earlier this fall, the Court heard oral arguments in CitizensUnited . What 6s at
stake? Imagine Exxon or Pfizer spending hundreds of thousands of dollars

directly in a Senate race to make sure that a Senator will be responsive to

their corporate concerns about energy or health care policies. Or imagine one
of the compan ies that recently received billions in federal aid spending a

million dollars or two to support President Obama in his re -election bid
because he saved the corporation from bankruptcy. And think how corporate
and union funds could overwhelm campaigns for state representative, state

and municipal judges, and zoning commissions. Add into this scenario
unfettered spending by foreign -owned corporate entities and you truly have

the ingredients for a revolution I a frightening revolution.

Modern American demo  cracy is the story of the rights of individual citizens.

The Voting Rights Act of 1965 expanded our democracy by ensuring that

every citizen will be allowed to vote, regardless of race or ethnicity. The
Courtoés 1964 Rebdwadse Biman required thatevery person be
counted equally in the apportionment of legislative bodies, ensuring equality

of representation throughout our country. And, to protect the role of

individual citizens in the election process, Congress has long prohibited

election spe nding by corporations and unions. Together, these three pillars
provide the foundation for our modern electoral system. (continued on pag®)
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(Supreme Court continued from pé@ge

Voters are supposed to be at the ¢ enter of
our political process. For more than two
centuries, Americads c(

democracy has been moving in the

direction of broader enfranchisement and
more meaningful political participation by
American citizens. After the Civil War, the
15th Am endment to the Constitution
guaranteed the right to vote to citizens
regardless of race

or color. The 19th Amendment provided
voting rights to women, the 24th to poor
citizens and the 26th to young adults.

On the other hand, our Constitution does
not reflect a similar solicitude for

corporate participation; indeed our
constitutional history reflects a growing
concern over the influence of
corporations, and the distinction between
the legal protections afford ed to living
persons and corporations has been part of

Lamorinda Area Meeting for

Old, New, Prospective Members
by Joyce Kingery
Please come and learn what activities
the LWV of Diablo Valley is planning
for 2010, in conjunction with the
elections and the many important
initiatives.
Enjoy meeting your neighbors and
sharing your interests and questions
about your community.
Coffee/Tea/Pastries and Fruit will be
served. Please RSVP to Joyce Kingery
386-0067.

When Wednesday, January 13
10AM - Noon

Where: 50 Scenic Drive
Orinda, CA 94563

our constitutional law from the Founding.

In 1907, outraged by corruption from

huge election expenditures by

corporations at the end of the Nineteenth
Century, Congress passed the Tillman Act,
which p rohibits corporate expenditures in
candidate elections and which started the
era of campaign finance regulation.
Scandals also provoked new campaign
finance laws in the 1970s and 2002. In
1947, direct spending by unions in
elections was prohibited by Con gress.
Throughout this history, the Supreme
Court respected and approved
congressional limitations on corporate and
union spending, upholding these

restrictions against a First Amendment

Redistricting:
Apply to be on the
Commission

The passage of Proposition 11, the
California Voters FIRST measure on the
November 2008 ballot, brings real
redistricting reform to our state.
Applications for a position on the
Citizens Redistricting Commission will
be accepted online between December
15, 2009, and February 12, 2010.

Learn more at

http://wedrawthelines.ca.gov/.

challenge in 1990 (continued on page 9)
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(Supreme Court continued from page 8)

in Austin _v. Michigan Chamber of
Commerce and again in 2003 in
v. FEC.

McConnell

Opponents of campaign finance
restrictions argue that the First
Amendment should apply to corporations
in exactly the same way that it applies to
individuals.  They suggest that the
corporate fipersono cred
should have all the rights of an i ndividual
citizen, including the right to make

unlimited expenditures to elect or defeat
specific candidates.

But this argument is a radical new theory
and based on a fundamental fallacy:
corporations are persons just like
individuals, and that dem  ocracy would be
served by unleashing the tremendous

sums that for - profit corporations can
amass because they are shielded from the
liabilities, taxation, and other

responsibilities that fall on individual

citizens.  Such legal arguments run
contrary to co nstitutional text and history

that

and could reverse our centuries -long
march of progress toward a more
expansive, inclusive, citizen  -based

democracy. As Supreme Court Justice
William Rehnquist said
cannot be disputed that the mere creation

of a corporation does not invest it with all

the | iberties enjoyed NH

The Supreme Court should follow
precedent in this case and keep intact the
basic principles protecting American
democracy. Doing otherwise would bring
about an anti -democratic revolution our
country does not need.

Website Calendar

by Ana Spinola

Our VOTER newsletter comes out
once per month (excluding July and
December) to bring you fabulous
information on meetings and current
iIssues. In addition to reading the
VOTER, | encourage you to routinely
check our LWVDV website calendar,
as event information may change,
cancel or refresh with new details. It is
possible that future events will be on
the website, yet not listed in the current
VOTER.

If you already are in the habit of
checking, great! If you are new to this
idea, try it out. Go to our website's
home page at www.Iwvdv.org Click on
'‘Calendar of Events' (center of page) or
‘Calendar’ (left margin). Scroll down to
read over the event information. | will
usually include the entire address so
that you can click on it to access a
Yahoo map.

Mark your personal calendar with
meetings you wish to attend, and
check for updates. If you have trouble
or need coaching, feel free to contact
me. You may also find more meetings
of interest to you on the LWV Bay Area

website calendar at
http://www.lwvba.ca.lwvnet.org/calendar.htmil.

Ana Spinola, Webmaster
aspinola@sbcglobal.net
925-768-0177

v
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MEETING TIMES: When Can you Come?

We want YOU to attend our monthly meetings. What times do you prefer to attend?
Take our survey at http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/TJVBWJP or email president@Iwvdv.org,
or leave a message on our office phone (283-2235).

Mark your first (1) and second (2) choices or mark "Do not attend meetings”

__ Weekdays 10 am ___Weekdays 12:00 (brown-bag lunch)
____Weekdays 7 pm ____Saturdays 10 am
____Sundays 1 pm ____Do not attend meetings

If you would like to join or for any membership issues, please contact our Membership Chair,
Linda Soliven at bonsaigirl43@att.net or the office at 283-2235.

Welcome New Members!

The Diablo Valley LWV warmly welcomes the following members:

Nancy Vandell Jennifer Schaffer Martha Sterrett

1420 Arapaho Circle 9 Barcelona Circle 80 Atlantic Circle #108
San Ramon, CA 94583 Clayton, CA 94517 Pittsburg, CA 94565
925-829-2355 925-673-5186 925-252-0873
nmvandell@comcast.net

Mr. and Mrs. Richard K. Lewis | Vicki Kooi Joan Field

24 Glorietta Ct. 14 Topper Ct. 142 Saint Patricks Drive
Orinda, CA 94563 Lafayette, CA 94549 Danville, CA 94526
925-254-1526 925-743-1776
martees@comcast.net medbiker@hotmail.com
Mr. and Mrs. Roger A. Lang Mr. Preston Wright

857 Clarewood Ct. 2723 CrowCanyon Rd., Ste 205

Concord, Ca 94518 San Ramon, CA 94583

925-689-7627 925-820-6280

Add the above member information to your Membership Directory

Membership Information Changes

Please note the following changes to your Membership Directory:

Email change for Martha Goralka: Martha@goralka.com
Address change for Alice Johnson: 1580 Geary Road #147  Walnut Creek, CA 94597
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December / January Member Renewal List

If your name appears below, then it is time to renew your membership. Please use the
form on the back cover and send your dues ($60 annually or $90 per household) to our

office.

December
Karrie Connors
Cindy Eisenberg
Clayton Englar
J. Foxall

Julie Germain
Keith Germain
Miriam Glickman
Stacy Hunter
Kelli-Jo Kipp
Elsa Ludwig
Susan Phalen
Guyla Ponomareff
Patricia Snyder
Janet Thomas
Amy Worth
Dreama Howard
Lucille Owens
Linda Soliven
Eleanor Parker
Margaret Mellen

Robert Fisher
Trudi Gardner
Rachel Irelan
Alpha Quincy
Don Ritchey
Sharon Ritchey
Sherry Sterrett

January

Ann Flynn
Cynthia Landy
Ernest Landy
Caroline Moyer
Franz Wassermann
Mary Miller

Riley Warren
Laurel Harken
Cynthia Gonzales
Phyllis Ceaser
Arthur Clark Ill
Elise Judy

Margaret York
Philip Carsten
Lara DelLaney
Peggy Hall
Peggy Huston
Kay James
Hilda Perlowin
Rachel Landes
Beverley Bilge
Sarah Mott
Elizabeth Soloway
Fay Bower
Claudia Harper
Virginia Miller
Jan Howe
Vonnie Read
June Boschin
Sonja Schoenwald
Robert Ellis
Doris Noaker
Kathleen Hegen

Christine Schreider

Barbara Wilson

The Diablo Valley Voter

Published monthly except July and December by
League of Women Voters of Diablo Valley
KYYw2U8uw, EUazUwlOE

Lafayette, CA 94549
925-293-2235

www.lwvdv.org

Editor: Anita Johnson anitapjohnson@hotmail.com

Associate Editor: Joyce Kingery
Proofreader: Ana Spinola

The Diablo Valley Voter is free to members. Current

and past issues are posted on our website.

The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan political

organization that encourages active and informed

participation in government and influences public policy

through education and advocacy.

(Wb EOUwUOWO
Will this be the year the California finally starts
providing health care to all?

How safe is our water supply?

Is the state at risk for a large increase in unplanned
births ¢ a new population explosion?

If you have some information to share on these or other League-
related topics, please write a short article. If appropriate, | will
include it in the next VOTER.

Thanks!

Anita Johnson, Editor

anitapjohnson@hotmail.com
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participation in government and influences public policy through education and advocacy.

Membership Form and Calendar

Join the Leaque of Women Voters of Diablo Valley

I

I

; Membership is not based on ability to pay. To pay alternate dues or
request a scholarship, please contact membership chair Linda Soliven
" at the League office by calling (925) 283-2235. Persons under 18 may
| join as associate members (nonvoting).

" %60 Regular dues
I $30 Additional Household member

* %60 Gift Membership for

I _ $25 Student

= Please indicate: Renewal New Membership
|

|

|

I

|

|

Your name
Address
City State Zip

Phone
Email:

Send your check made out to LWVDV to:
LWVDYV, 500 St .#l4MafayetbesCAR4549d
Donations to the LWV Education Fund are tax-deductible.

Please plan on attending our next meeting. Bring a friend or call our
office to carpool at (925) 283-2235.

e f e f e e s mm s mm s mm r o mm or o mm or o r o r o r o o

Calendar:

Jan11 Rally for California Universal Health Care
Jan13 LaMorinda Meeting

Jan23  Our Delta Water, Antioch

Jan30 Bay Area League Day ¢ Climate Change
Jan 30 San Ramon Area Meeting

Feb2  Pizza and Program Planning

Feb 21 Women in Contra Costa History, Lafayette

March TBA Health Care National Update & State
Plans
March 20 Improving Education Funding, Pittsburg

May 13 ¢ 16 LWVC Council, Workshopts
May 22 Annual Meeting, Walnut Creek
May 29 LWVBA Convention

June 11 ¢+ 15 LWVUS Convention




