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Notes from LWV Diablo Valley President, Ashley Coates

As | write this, we
are preparing for a
morning retreat on
July 24 so our
leaders can start
integrating the
Membership
Recruitment Initiative techniques into our
activities, and plan some great (mostly
daytime) meetings for our members and
the general public starting in September.

Also our Voters Service team is setting
up a Candidates Forum for the primary of
the special election to fill the 10"
Congressional District seat vacated by
Ellen Tauscher. The Forum, to be held

on August 11, is described on the front
page and page 3 of this Voter.

If you are a new member (having joined
at the national level or locally), welcome!
| hope you can make it to one of our
orientations. If not, feel free to call me to
chat about why you joined League, and
how you might start getting involved.

We have lots of small, easy-to-learn
opportunities, many of which can be done
on your own schedule.

Ashley Coates, President
(283-3638)

(best to reach me after 4 pm or on weekends)
ashleyaoc@comcast.net

Over 5,000 Voter Registration Forms Distributed

by Joan Lautenberger

Voter Registration Form Site VVolunteers distributed at least 5,550 forms at
the 60 sites from Dec. 2008 to end of May, 2009. For a supposedly quiet
period, that was a lot of activity. The volunteers that helped in this service
action are: Beverley Bilge', Sharon Burke Phyllis Ceaser, Annabelle
Cloner, Karrie Connors, Fran Draper, Martha and Joe Goralka, Claudia
Harper, Jan Howe, Stacy Hunter, Kay James, Anita Johnson, Paul
Kilkenny, Clara King, Cynthia Landy, Joan Lautenberger, Mary Miller,
Gail Murray, Barbara Owens, Gale Rodens, Linda Soliven, and Joan Ward.

e
You must re-register
whenever you move

We thank them all for their consistent attention, through thick and thin in =

busy lives, to this basic activity LWV does. Step one to voting is GET

REGISTERED.

The Elections Dept. also depends on them - to the extent that they have

renewed their contract with us!
Thanks to all.

Si ha cambiado de domicilio,
debe registrarse para votar otra vez.
Inscribase por CORREO
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Election: Tenth Congressional District

By Jan Howe

The constituents of the 10t Congressional District have only a few short months to decide
on a replacement for former Congresswoman Ellen Tauscher. On March 18, 2009,
Tauscher announced that she had accepted the position of Undersecretary of State for
Arms Control and International Security. She was confirmed by the United States Senate

on June 25, 2009.

This vacancy comes at an
inconvenient time in terms of
CD10 voters retaining a voice
in the House on very important
votes occurring in Washington.
The League of Women Voters
wants to make sure that
registered voters know about
who is in this race, and has

x EUUOI Ul EwbpDPUT w

College to bring the candidates
for the 10 CD to the people
who will do the voting. (See
sidebar)

The 10t District covers four
counties (Sacramento, Solano,
Contra Costa’, and Alameda)
where 640,000 people live. It is
96.5% urban, and has some
communities hard hit by the
foreclosure crisis, financial
meltdown, and ongoing
unemployment threat. It covers
part of the Delta, where water
issues raise controversy. The
population is socio-
economically diverse.
Residents in the 10™ CD have
many local, county, state, and
federal problems. Right now

without a representative
(continued on page 4)

Candidate Forum: Tenth Congressional District
by Jan Howe

Were you aware that the first step in selecting a replacement
for Congresswoman Ellen Tauscher will be an open
primary? This was just one interesting point that the 10"
Congressional District Candidate Forum planners heard this
week. Special Open Primary Elections for this kind of
federal office vacancy aren’t held often. This circumstance
calls for a Candidate Forum.

The Candidates Forum, to be held on August 11, will
provide voters in the 10™ CD an opportunity to hear from
candidates and ask questions. The Forum, co-sponsored by
the League and St. Mary’s College, will be in the Le Fevre
Theater on the Moraga campus. Attendance will be large
for this very important public event, and the doors will be
open at 6:30pm. The program will begin at 7 pm and will
end at 9 pm. Lisa Vorderbrueggen of the Contra Costa
Times will moderate.

The event organizing team of Diablo League leaders—
Ashley Coates, Joyce Kingery, Barbara Owens, Margaret
Knopf, Anita Johnson, and Jan Howe as well as Tim Farley,
Director for Government and Community Outreach for St.
Mary’s, and the Contra Costa Times political columnist, Lisa
Vorderbrueggen , have planned a very exciting opportunity
for voters to hear what these people have to say about some
very pressing issues.

The event planners are excited about the array of questions
which can be put to the candidates. Those in attendance
August 11 will hear the differences in answers candidates
give and have more information on which to base their vote.

3
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Election (continued from page 3)
in the House, the 10t CD remains silent during debates

or votes on some very significant federal issues.

The open primary will be held September 1, 2009. All
candidates will appear on one ballot, rather than
separate ballots for each party. If one candidate secures
50% + 1 votes in the primary, that candidate becomes the
Representative for the district. If no candidate receives
50% + 1 votes, then there will be a runoff election on
November 3, 2009. In the run-off election, which is the
most likely possibility, the top vote getters from each
party will appear on the ballot, as well as any
nonpartisan candidates. Tim Farley, Government and
"O0O0UOPUaw#DUI ECOUWI OUw206
Forum planners that means the top vote-getter for each
minor party will have a space on the fall ballot, not just
the top vote-getters of the Democratic or Republican
parties.

Because the California Constitution does not require a
candidate who runs for a Congressional seat to reside in
the District where he or she is running for office, this
election may include candidates from all over the state.

The application deadline for the open primary is July 20.

Rossmoor Area Orientation

Orientation and Letter

Writing Event
By Margaret Knopf

The Alamo/Danville/San Ramon section
of the Diablo Valley League of Women
Voters is having a combination
orientation and letter -writing event on
August 18, 2009. It will be a dessert
beginning at 6:30 pm at the Knopf
home, 775 Kirkcrest Rd., Danville.
We're asking for RSVPs to 831-3790.

This evening will begin with welcoming
new members to the league and giving
them an overview of ways to be
involved. The second part of the
evening will be a specific letter-writing
workshop given by Pat Snyder, our local
expert in the area of healthcare reform.
Pat will give us the highlights of current
progress in reforming our healthcare
system at both state and federal level
(time providing). After that she'll teach
us how to write letters as part of a letter
campaign to our representatives

N

by Barb Owens

Rossmoor area orientation! Come find out how we
manage to educate and assist voters in understanding

Adopt a Poll

by Joan Lautenberger

major public policy issues. Hear how you can become
a voice in making democracy work. Learn the "ins
and outs" of our local League. The event is open to all
members — even if you’ve been a member for years
and just want to get to know everyone a little better.

When: Wednesday, August 12 at 10:30 am
Where: Barb Owens'
1565 Rockledge #4, Rossmoor
945-6172

The CCC Elections Dept. thanks LWVDYV for
participation in the May 19 Statewide Special
Election.

The Adopt-A-Poll group, lead by Inspector
Harvey Ceaser and clerks Christy Casassa,
Phyllis Ceaser, Annabelle Cloner Jean Kitchens
and Barbara Owens raised $510 - their stipend
for the day, which was donated to LWVDV!
And that's work! as well as fun civic activity.
The certificate for this is in the office.
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Bay Area League Report:

Local Efforts to Reduce Greenhouse Gases
by Sally Germain

What have the Bay Area’s local and regional governments been doing so far this year to reduce
Greenhouse Gas Emissions? Distractions like the ongoing economic recession might seem to draw
attention from such idealistic objectives as planning for hard deadlines for reductions statewide by
years 2020 and 2035. Nonetheless, the Bay Area’s Joint Policy Committee, which is spearheading
this effort in our region, has laid out general
policies to guide us toward establishing our
methodologies for achieving reduction targets.
Soon, the Joint Policy Committee plus interested
public representatives will be joined together into
the Regional Targets Advisory Committee
(RTAC) instructed to compile a list of factors,
such as methodologies and local policies, to be
considered in setting targets. The resulting
package of factors that are to be sent to the
California Air Resources Board by September 30,
2009, must be effective and feasible.

In 2007, before SB 375 became law a year ago,
our San Francisco Bay Area Region made an
emphatic commitment to seriously support The
Region Climate Protection Plan, to present to the world a “model for California, the nation, and the
world” through prevention by all feasible cost-effective strategies to meet and improve on the
State’s targets of reducing Greenhouse Gas emissions. It envisioned reductions to 1990 levels by
2020, and to reduce further to 80% of 1990 levels by 2050. Also, the new Regional
Transportation Plan is designed to reduce Greenhouse gases from on-road vehicles (cars and light
trucks) to a midway target of 40% of 1990 levels
in 2035. In addition, ABAG’s recent forecast in
Projections 2009 has oriented its land-use targets
to 2035 based on future population and
employment.

It is hoped with this thoughtful foresight, our
region has positioned itself for the increasing
need to target the region’s policies for lower
green house gas emissions. Joint Policy
Committee suggests policies to help local
governments and agencies: (Policy 1 - Target
Setting was explained in the previous paragraph.) Policy 2 - Linked Relationship between
Transportation and Land Use; Policy 3 - Preparing Sustainable Communities Strategy, and an
Alternative Planning Strategy if the former fails to reach the targets; Policy 4 - Achieving
Consistency with Adjacent Regions; Policy 5 - Meshing the Sustainable Communities Strategy and
Regional Transportation Plan with Regional Housing Needs Allocation; Policy 6 - Providing
CEQA Assistance; and Policy 7 - Aligning Regional Policies. This last policy will be started
immediately to bring all regional-agency policies affecting the location and (continued on page 6)
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Bay Area Repadntinued from page 5)

intensity of development, or the location and capacity of
transportation infrastructure, will be vetted and evaluated
against the filter of emerging Sustainable Communities
Strategy. (Pardon this writer for truncating the wording of the
extremely well-thought out Policies Report of the Joint Policy
Committee; Draft March 12, 2009.).

This entire effort is a bit daunting, especially with target dates
to consider. To my mind, the toughest part is Policy 3, where
working back from meeting reductions of green house gas
emissions from cars and light trucks, local governments must
view the growing population and employment needs under the
lens of a “new world” concept of growth to keep all the
desirable outcomes in balance, under the idea of Sustainable
Communities Strategy. As alluded to above, in the
development of the most recent Regional Transportation Plan
and Projections, local governments already have started to
consider these contingencies, but how many of them,
especially in the suburbs, have really bought into this
approach?

CLEAN XIR ZONE
DONOTIDLE

With both SB 375 and the
Joint Policy Committee s
published Policies for the Bay
' Area’s Implementation of
Senate Bill 375 issued by the
Joint Policy Committee in
January 2009 to guide all interested parties, the gradual
unfolding of landmark decisions coming in an orderly fashion,
beginning late this summer through September 2010, will
come with a surprising degree of ease. That is, of course, if all
interested parties keep working on the vital elements to be
decided. Officially, the Bay Area has demonstrated its
commitment to be an exemplary model in the area of Climate
Protection. While waiting for the economy to turn around, we
can develop plans to meet this ideal goal.

TURN OFF VEHICLE
WHILE WAITING

e —

Redistricting

People often ask us what is being
done about the independent
redistricting commission called for by
Proposition 11 of November 2008.
Right now the regulations for the
process of selecting the Applicant
Review Panel and the Commission
itself are being drafted. The
application period for the Commission
will open January 1, 2010. The best
way for you to keep current on what’s
going on and when the application
form will be up on the Web is to sign
up for news bulletins from the State
Auditor. Here’s what to do.

Email the State Auditor and tell them
you want to be put on the list of
Interested Persons for notice of the
Prop. 11 redistricting implementation
process. You need to give them your
name, the email address at which you
want to receive news, your mailing
address, and your phone number.
Within a couple of days you should
get an acknowledgment that they
received your email. And keep an eye
on the LWVC Web site for news of
the League’s work on this important
reform.

Like to take notes? We need a Secretary for Board Meetings.

This is a great way to learn about the League.

Responsibilities: Attend board meetings (second Monday
of month,7:00 pm to 9:00 pm). Take notes of main points of

discussion and decisions made by the board. Type up notes
and distribute to board members via e-mail. Time
commitment: 4 hours per month. Call Ashley 283-3638
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Recommendations to LWVUS Board about the National
Popular Vote Compact Consensus

Excerpt from National LWV website: submitted by Linda Soliven

Two criteria were established for a successful consensus study. The requirement for
participation by 1/3 of local Leagues was met with participation by 390 of 766 Leagues
(51% of local Leagues). While the second criterion, requiring 2/3 of participating Leagues
to achieve consensus on the use of the National Popular Vote NPV) Compact, was not
achieved, the consensus elicited very strong support for the NPV Compact (about 50% of
responding Leagues in favor). However the remaining 50% were split almost equally

between not favoring the NPV Compact or
not being able to reach consensus.
Comments from many Leagues reflected:
(1) concerns about bias in the questions
(about half the Leagues complained about
the questions or bias, primarily bias against
the NPV Compact), (2) the
misunderstanding that a choice had to be
made between advocating for abolition of
the electoral college OR supporting the
NPV Compact, and (3) statements which
seemed to contradict a given League's
responses to the questions.

Based on an analysis of the responses to the
questions and the comments offered, the
NPV Compact Committee and Program
Planning Committee recommend that the
LWVUS continue to examine opportunities
to achieve the goal of direct election of the
president in addition to the unlikely
opportunity of abolishing the Electoral
College by constitutional amendment.
Options could include examination of other
plans similar to the NPV Compact,
proposing a concurrence at Convention
2010 on the NPV Compact, or continued
examination of the NPV Compact itself. The
committees also discussed an option for an
extension to the study to take (continued page 8)

Transparency

Openness in Government: League
Adds to Groundbreaking White House
Policy Discussion

On his first day in office, President Obama
issued a Memorandum on Transparency and
Open Government and called for
recommendations for making the federal
government more transparent, participatory
and collaborative. In late May, the White House
kicked off an unprecedented process for public
engagement in policymaking on the White
House website (www.whitehouse.gov/open).
Instead of asking for comments on an already-
finished set of draft recommendations, the
Administration has sought recommendations
from the public and organizations such as the
League. The LWVUS participated in the first
two of this three-phase process by sharing our

experiences and expertise to the online
dialogue. We are actively working with
Administration officials and allied groups to
prepare for the final phase of this
groundbreaking process and to see what
outcomes it produces. (from LWVUS Leaders
Update, 6/18/09
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NPVCompadcontinue fropage 7)
a direct online NPV survey of

members who attended consensus
meetings with a question up or down
on the NPV Compact.

In considering the experience of this
"quick” study, the committees
recommend that:

1. If we do a "quick" study again,
then we should carefully
reconsider the process to
achieve maximum member
understanding of the issue(s).

2. Any consensus questions for
any study be tested, before
approval by the Board, for
understandability, suitability
and non-bias by League
members who are not part of
the study committee, the staff,
or the Board.

3. A task force be formed to
examine the study and
consensus process.

In conclusion, the committees
recommend a statement of our
position based on the consensus
reports from local Leagues: "The
LWVUS affirms its support for the
direct election of the president and
abolition of the Electoral College, but
the LWVUS has no position on the
National Popular Vote Compact as
currently proposed.

Seeking Meeting Locations

and Co-Sponsors
by Ashley Coates

The board of LWVDYV wants to increase attendance at
our general membership meetings. We work hard to

find fascinating speakers, and we want to reward the

speakers with a large audience.

To increase attendance, we want to hold more
meetings in the daytime (to accommodate those
members who do not drive at night) and on weekends
(to accommodate working members).

We also want to vary our meeting locations
throughout the area that we serve.

WE NEED YOUR HELP to identify inexpensive
meeting locations. Do you belong to an organization
that has one or more meeting rooms that can hold
approx 30-50 people? If so, please investigate the cost,
times available, and how we could reserve the room.
Can we reserve directly, or does a member of your
organization need to reserve?

ALSO, what other groups do you know about that
might be interested in the topics we have chosen to
focus on for this league year (redistricting, state
government reform, adequate local funding, water,
health care access)?

Please send your meeting room info and group contact
info to Jan Howe at bobhinsram@sbcglobal.net (please
put LWVDV in the subject line) or (925) 837-8972.
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3T 1T wSEOOOOPEW( OxEEUWOI wUT T w ET B Y
by Anita Johnson

On July 6, Linda Soliven and Anita Johnson attended a presentation by Matt Miller from
McKinsey and Company at the Commonwealth Club in San Francisco. Mr. Miller detailed results
of a study of the U.S. educational system, focusing on the achievement gap. There are four
different achievement gaps:

e Between children of different ethnic groups

e Between low-income children and middle-class children

e Between children in different states

e Between children in the United States and other countries.

The economists at McKinsey and Company estimated the cost of the achievement gap at $1.3

trillion and described the lower educational attainment of our students as confining the US

economy to a permanent recession ¢ with productivity, output, and living standards much lower

than they OUOE wET wbi wOUUWET POEUI Owi EEwE]I U0l Uwl EVEEUDOOE
persistence of these educational achievement gaps

imposes on the United States the economic equivalent of

a permanent national recession. The recurring annual

economic cost of the international achievement gap is

substantially larger than the deep recession the United

20EUI UwbUwEUUUI OUOGawl Bx1 UBPI OEDOT
The financial impacts of diminished educational

achievement were calculated by comparing the U.S. test

scores and economic indicators with those of other

countries.

For example, 80 - 90% of the children in the top
performing educational systems (Finland, Korea, and
Singapore) graduate from college. In California, 50% of
our students graduate from college. Other indicators of
top-performing systems were low high school drop-out
rates, higher tests scores on international tests, and higher
numbers of students in the top 1% worldwide.

The two distinguishing strategies of top performing education systems are universal preschool

and teacher preparation. In top-performing countries, teachers are recruited from the top of their

graduating class in college and then receive an additional four years of training before being

EUUDT Ol EwWUOWEWEOEUUUOOOS6 ww3d consisteht yu@liylbfutéaéhing i®al O1 EwUT E
Ol awEl Ul UOPOEOUWOI wUUUET OVwWEET DI Y1 O OUG»

?( OwOUUWOEUI UYEUDOOOwWxEUI OUUwbOwxO0O6UwoI T T EOUT OOEU
performing well; but middle-class parents typically do not realize that their schools are failing to
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adequately prepare their children for an age of global competition. Our findings suggest this

The study also compared educational performance between different sections of the U.S.
population. Although the achievement gaps between different ethnic groups is declining, black
and Latino students are roughly two to three years of learning behind white students of the same
age. There is also an underrepresentation of

K : : \ black and Latino students in the top one
oe middleclass parents typlcally percent of all students. Less than 3% of black

dO _nOt realize that their schools students succeed in passing an AP test in
failing to adequately prepare the | high school, compared to a 15% success rate
children for an age of g|0ba| among all students in the country.

competitiornd . -
Low-income students that are eligible for free
\ and reduced lunch are on average two years
behind middle class students of the same age.
?2 U usthbol-wide level, moreover, schools
comprised of mostly low-income students

perform much worse than students with
fewer low-D OEOOI wUUUEI OUUG »

There are also distinguishable achievement gaps between different states. Based on analysis of

OEUPOOCEOwWUIl U0wUI UUOUUwp- $/ Awl UEET wKWEOEwWw, EVUT wed
between stattU WE EOWET wEUwi DT T wEVwUPOwal EVU0wWOI wOl EUODOT wil Y
On average, students in California score lower on these

tests than students in most other states. Ghe recurring annual \
The report offered some hope for improvement, .econorn.lC cost Of the
explaining that there are some states, some school international achievement

districts, some schools, and some individual teachers that gap 1S Substantia”y |arger

have been able to foster high levels of achievement in the than the dep recession the
majority of their students. Identifying their successful United States is curr ently

strategies and designing systems to replicate this success

would be good topics for additional research. experi enc.l n/g

McKinsey and Company is an international management
consulting firm.

The Commonwealth Club of San Francisco is a nonprofit, nonpartisan public affairs forum that
seeks to explore topics ranging across politics, culture, society, the environment, security, and the
economy. The group is seeking to build a conversation and a consensus regarding how to make
the educational system of California a top performing system, allowing our state to reap the
rewards that come with a more educated workforce and, more importantly, a more educated
citizenry.
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If you would like to join or for any membership issues, please contact our Membership Chair,
Linda Soliven at bonsaigirl43@att.net.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!

The Diablo Valley LWV warmly welcomes the following members:

Leonard Lloyd (National Status) Julie Macksey (National Status)
1851 Gateway Dir. 1100 Running Springs Rd. #5 E1
Oakley, CA 94561 Walnut Creek, CA 94595
925-625-4772 925-937-5005
leonardlloyd@mac.com

Add the above member information to your Membership Directory

June and July Member Renewal List 2009

If your name appears below, then it is time to renew your membership. Please use the form on the back
cover and send your dues ($60 annually or $90 per household) to our office.

Sharon Burke Carol Federighi Carolyn Sheridan
Florence Cole Eunice and Paul Kilkenny Danelle Snyder

Joan Conley Jean Kitchens Barbara Van Der Veer
Chris Coons Margaret and Bill Knopf

eScrip - Help Support the Diablo Valley League

eScrip and hundreds of merchant partners have created a system that rewards customer loyalty by

contributing a percentage of purchases to your chosen group. You shop the way you like to shop for groceries,
EOOUT DOT OWUUEYI OwEOEwWI OUI UUEDOOI OUSww( Uz UwUDOx Ol wE
card and debit/credit card(s).

Simple Registration -Register Today!

e Logontowww.escrip.cOOWE OE wi S0 O®LBE OOwa dUUwi UOEUEDUD(
386-0067, for details.

e Designate the Diablo Valley League to receive contributions.

e Our group ID is # 137235362

e Register your grocery club cards from participating merchant ¢ and your debit, ATM and credit cards if
you wish.

31 EUzRUPbG Wl 2EUDx wOl UET EOUUwWOOwWUT Ox & w(hlhgréts &f ddll&d<Iriorty D |
your participation alone!
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Membership Form and Calendar

Join the L eague of Women Voters of Diablo Valley

Membership is not based on ability to pay. To pay alternate dues or
request a scholarship, please contact membership chair Linda
Soliven at the League office by calling (925) 283-2235. Person
under 18 may join as associate members (nonvoting).

____$60 Regular dues

____ $30 Additional Household member

____$60 Gift Membership for
____$25 Student

Please indicate: _ Renewal _____New Membership
Your name
Address

City State Zip
Phone
Email:

Send your check made out to LWVDV to:
LWVDYV, 500 St .#14\ hafayeties CAR454%d
Donations to the LWV Education Fund are tax-deductible.

Please plan on attending our next meeting. Bring a friend or call our
office to carpool at (925) 283-2235.

League of Women Voters of Diablo Valley
500 St. Mary's Road #14
Lafayette, CA 94549

Calendar:

August 10 or 17 Board Meeting
August 11: CD 10 Candidate Forum

August 12: Orientation Rossmoor
August 18: Orientation/letter writing
Danville

League Websites

Diablo Valley: www.lwvdv.org

Bay Area: www.lwvba.ca.lwvnet.org

California: ca.lwv.org
US: www.lwv.org

NONPROFIT
ORGANIZATION
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
WALNUT CREEK, CA
PERMIT NO, 575

ADDRESS SERVICE
REQUESTED

The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan political organization that encourages informed and
active participation in government and influences public policy through education and advocacy.
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