
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Diablo Valley VOTER                                March 2009                                                                     1                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 19th Election 

Exercising the Initiative Process in May 
 

In April, the League of Women Voters Diablo Valley is anticipating high 

interest in the ballot initiatives for the May special election.  We are 

scheduling two public events for the community with different 

emphases.     
 

Pros and Cons 
April 30 7:00 pm 

Rossmoor’s Vista Room 
 

 

This will be our traditional two-person presentation describing the 

ballot measures and what opponents and proponents say about 

them.  Voters are encouraged to ask probing questions and make 

insightful comments.  
 

League Recommends 
 

Date and Location To Be Announced 

 

The League will present an explanation of each measure, what the 

measure will do, and why the League supports, opposes, or 

remains neutral on them. A lively discussion will surely develop 

with this format.  

 

Please stay tuned to our additional information on these events. 

Visit the website, www.lwvc.org, for additional data on these 

measures and the positions held by the league of Women Voters – 

California. 
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With California's 

upcoming Special 

Election on May 

19, we have 

opportunities to 

show both sides 

of our 

organization: our advocacy side, and 

our education side.  Voters are being 

asked to approve several measures 

put on the ballot as part of the budget 

compromise deal.  As you will see 

elsewhere in the VOTER, state league 

has come out with positions on most 

of the measures.  We are planning a 

public meeting at the end of April 

called "League Recommends".  In 

addition, we have teams preparing to 

present Pros and Cons of the ballot 

measures to groups that request it.  

How can we do both education and 

advocacy?  By keeping the two roles 

separate.  We clarify at the beginning 

of a presentation whether we are 

providing an educational service 

(Pros & Cons) or we are advocating 

based on positions our members 

have developed (League 

Recommends).  If, during a Pros and 

Cons presentation, we are asked 

what our opinion is, we tell the 

questioner they may ask us after the 

presentation. 

 

As a cost-saving measure, The Pros 

and Cons written publications are no 

longer being prepared for 

distribution. Voters wanting detailed 

information can read the materials 

mailed to them by the Secretary of 

State's office. For simplified voting 

information, we still will provide the 

Easy Voter Guide (and voters can 

visit www.easyvoter.org).  Voters 

also can go to www.smartvoter.org 

for all kinds of voting information. 

 

Speaking of voting, The National 

Popular Vote Compact is a current 

effort to provide a "one person, one 

vote" alternative to the Electoral 

College.  You can participate in our 

consensus meeting on April 4 to 

provide our grassroots input to 

LWVUS on whether we should 

support the National Popular Vote 

Compact.  Prepare for the consensus 

meeting by reading the materials 

(and attending the local study group 

meetings if you can). 

 

I hope to see you soon! 
. 

Ashley Coates, President 
(283-3638)  

ashleyaoc@comcast.net   

Notes from LWV Diablo Valley President, Ashley Coates 

www.easyvoter.org
www.smartvoter.org
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League Announces Opposition to May Ballot Measures 
 

The League of Women Voters of 

California on March 12 announced its 

opposition to Propositions 1A, 1C, 1D 

and 1E on the May 19 Special Election 

ballot and urged voters to reject them.  

“We oppose these measures because 

they are NOT the solution to our long 

term financial crisis, with the continuing 

structural deficit in the state budget and 

flawed budget process,” said Janis R. 

Hirohama, president of the League. “We 

make this decision with regret. We 

would support real reform to make the 

state budget process more accountable 

and give the Legislature and Governor 

effective tools to advance state priorities. 

However, these hurriedly drafted 

propositions, produced at the end of a 

flawed process that kept both the 

public and most legislators in the dark, 

will only make our fiscal situation 

worse.” 

Proposition 1A is touted by its 

proponents as the way to bring 

stability to the budget process.  But 

what it will really do is tie the hands of 

the Legislature and Governor as they 

face changing needs for state and local 

government services. It will keep them 

from taking into account the state’s 

changing demographics and growth in 

the actual cost of important services 

like health care. 

“Although some claim there is an 

urgency to pass Prop. 1A to resolve our 

state’s budget problems, we disagree,” 

said Hirohama. “Most of its provisions 

will not take effect for two yearsðtwo 

years that we should spend hammering 

out real solutions to our budget and 

fiscal challenges.” 

The League believes elected officials 

should be allowed to carry out their 

responsibilities with flexibility. Years of 

“ballot-box budgeting” and formulas for 

auto-pilot spending have greatly eroded 

that flexibility. Prop. 1A, however, adds 

to the problem. For example, it dictates 

how half the funds that must be 

March Board Briefs 

 It was moved, seconded and passed 
to adopt a poll for the May 19th 
election.  The last election earned the 
chapter $510.   

 It was decided as the local Diablo 
Valley League to support the Mt. 
Diablo Unified School District Measure 
D, a $99 parcel tax to provide more 
stable local funding for local schools.  

 A review of our local 2009 program 
plan will include the issues of Water, 
and Basic Needs such as food, 
shelter, clothing.   

 Discussion continues on how to 
handle the $2000 overcharge for 
filming the televised debates for the 
last election.   
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Is the National Popular Vote Compact a Good 

Method for electing the President? 
 

All Members are invited to join the Consensus Meeting:   

 

Saturday, April 4, 2009, 1:00-3:00 PM 

Stanley Dollar House-Rossmoor Retire. C. 

1641 Tice Valley Blvd., Walnut Creek 

 

A PRO/CON Chart may be obtained at the LWVDV 

office or from the LWVUS website.  (For the Pros and 

Cons chart and full text of the NPVC, go to 

www.lwv.org, enter the For Members section, then go 

to Projects and Programs, National Popular Vote 

Compact. 

Every member is welcome to attend this meeting 

whether or not you have formally been in a formal 

study group.   The discussion should be lively and 

enjoyable.   Light refreshments will be served.  As you 

check in at the Entrance Gate to Rossmoor, ask for 

directions to the Stanley Dollar House. 

 

transferred to the “Budget Stabilization 

Fund” are to be used; it removes the 

Governor’s ability to suspend transfers 

to the fund in difficult years; and it 

imposes new formulas for calculating 

“unanticipated revenues” and specifies 

how they can be used in good years. 

And, after the deep cuts made during 

these strapped times, it could lock in a 

reduced level of services by failing to 

properly take account of increased 

caseloads and program costs. 

If Prop. 1A passes, the Governor would 

be given new power to make 

mid-year cuts and suspend 

COLAs in state programs 

without legislative 

oversight. The League 

believes that midyear 

budget adjustments should 

require joint action of the 

legislative and executive 

branches so that checks and 

balances are maintained. 

 

Proposition 1C proposes to 

raise money for the short 

term by selling bonds that 

would be paid off by future 

lottery revenue. In light of 

California’s poor credit 

rating and the state of the 

economy, those bonds 

would have to be sold at 

very unfavorable interest 

rates, if they can be sold at all. The 

Legislative Analyst says that in the long 

term, lottery profits probably would not 

be enough to cover the higher payments 

to education required by Prop. 1C.  The 

league criticized this proposal as 

irresponsible last fall, and if anything, 

that criticism applies more than ever 

now. 

Propositions 1D and 1E would authorize 

temporary removal of funds from early 

childhood and mental health programs 

that were established by two previous 

http://www.lwv.org/
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initiatives. These are illusory, stopgap 

measures, and the League opposes these 

propositions as part of this objectionable 

package. It is ironic that these initiatives, 

which did what many consider “the right 

thing” by providing a source of funding, 

now face reductions. 

The League is neutral on Proposition 1B. 

State responsibility for the funding of 

public education is essential, and we 

appreciate the need to pay back the 

devastating cuts that our schools and 

community colleges have sustained. On 

the other hand, the Legislature will have 

the ability to restore school funding 

without Prop. 1B, and it is not needed in 

this package of propositions. 

Since the League has no position on 

setting salaries for public officials, we 

take no position on Proposition 1F, 

which would prevent pay raises for 

legislators and statewide constitutional 

officers during budget deficit years. 

The League of Women Voters recognizes 

that California is facing the worst budget 

crisis in its history, with the worldwide 

recession severely affecting state 

revenues and the need for state services. 

Moreover, our budget system is broken 

and in desperate need of reform. This 

year illustrates the need to abandon the 

two-thirds vote requirement for passing 

budgets and raising revenues, and we 

must also look at other budget reforms. 

In the meantime, a new tax commission 

is considering ways to broaden or 

stabilize our revenues. “There is much 

that needs to be done,” Hirohama stated, 

“but we are certain that the propositions 

on the May 19 ballot are not the answer.” 
 

  

Kudos to Callers! 

Phyllis Devich  Gail Rodens 

Mary Flott  Annette Schmidt 

Joyce Kingery  Linda Soliven 

Barbara Owens                   Beverly Voelker 

 

Thank you to all the callers who made 

personal phone calls letters and emails to 

our members to up-date their Interest 

Surveys.  A job well done!  Almost every 

member was contacted and we now have 

up-to-date information on our members’ 

interests and ability to be involved in 

League work 

 

 

Water Saving Tip: 
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AC Transit buses are a 
lifeline that allows 
seniors and people with 
disabilities to remain 
independent and helps 
children get to and from 
school.  

 

Delta Area Coffee 
by Claudia Harper 

 

On Saturday, February 7th, the League of Women Voters of Diablo Valley in the Delta area   

invited East Contra Costa leaders to a morning coffee at the home of Martha and Joseph 

Goralka, 223 W. 4th Street in the historic Rivertown district of Antioch. The purpose of this 

gathering was to honor the commitment of local leaders to their communities. 

      

  Also invited were both League Board members and the area’s National members not yet part 

of LWV-DV. Each guest was able to speak on what community issue was their top priority. 

The issues mentioned included —health, lack of a safety net during these economic times, 

housing, education and youth services, environment, and water. League representatives 

pointed out League’s commitment to those issues and invited those interested to become 

members of League. Many guests expressed their appreciation for being able to speak and 

thanked League for its interest and contribution to their communities, particularly those 

during elections.  
 

 

 
 

The LWVBA recently send a letter to AC Transit regarding the proposed fair increase. 

òThe League of Women Vot ers of the Bay Area urges AC Transit not to increase any fares for 

youth, seniors, and the disabled. ò  the letter states.   The letter 

continues, òWe understand the likely need to increase fares, 

despite voter support for the increased parcel tax (Measure  VV). 

But at the time we signed the ballot argument in support of 

Measure VV, we were assured that fares for youth, seniors, and 

the disabled would NOT increase. We appreciate that your 

proposal would keep monthly passes for youth, seniors, and the 

handica pped at the current amount. However, we strongly 

oppose any proposal to increase individual fares for these people 

by 15¢ a ride. A larger increase for other riders is more 

appropriate than increasing the fare.ó  
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 

 

The Diablo Valley LWV warmly welcomes the following new members: 

 
Carolynn Burnett 

4065 S. Royal Links Circle 

Antioch, CA 94509 

925-757-8796 

 

Jane Jewett 

41 Lambeth Square 

Moraga, CA 94556 

925-377-7537 

925-360-9600 

jane.jewett@gmail.com 

 

Joyce Pollack (National) 

656 Saint Ives Ct. 

Walnut Creek, CA 94598 

 

Joyce Pollack (National) 

656 Saint Ives Ct. 

Walnut Creek, CA 94598 

National Member Status 

  

 

Please add the above member information to your Membership Directory 

 

Membership Information Changes 

 
Please note the following changes to your Membership Directory: 

 

Beverly Voelker 

P.O. Box 1188 

Clayton, CA 94517 

925-672-3390 

alpha341@astound.net 

 

April Member Renewal List 2009 
If your name appears below, then it is time to renew your membership.  Please use the form on the back 
cover and send your dues ($60 annually or $90 per household) to our office. 

Pat Dunn 

Pat Hoar 

Jane Houser 

Jean Nickell 

Sue Polgar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to join or for any membership issues, please contact our Membership Chair, 

Linda Soliven at bonsaigirl43@att.net. 

mailto:bonsaigirl43@att.net
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Membership Form and Calendar 

Join the League of Women Voters of Diablo Valley 
Membership is not based on ability to pay.  To pay alternate dues or 
request a scholarship, please contact membership chair Linda Solven 
at the League office by calling (925) 283-2235.  Person under 18 may 
join as associate members (nonvoting). 
___ $60 Regular dues  
___ $30 Additional Household member 
___ $60 Gift Membership for _____________________________ 
___ $25 Student / Associate  
Please indicate:     ____ Renewal        ____New Membership 
 
Your name ___________________________________________ 
Address ______________________________________________ 
               City _______________________State ____ Zip _______ 
Phone ___________________ 
Email: ________________________________________________ 
 

Send your check made out to LWVDV to: 
LWVDV, 500 St. Maryôs Road #14,  Lafayette, CA 94549 
Donations to the LWV Education Fund are tax-deductible. 

Please plan on attending our next meeting.  Bring a friend or call our 

office to carpool at (925) 283-2235. 

Calendar: 

April 4 NPVC Consensus Meeting 

April 13 Board Meeting 

April ? League Recommends 

April 30 May Election Pros and Cons 

May 16 LWVC Convention 

 

League Websites 

Diablo Valley: www.lwvdv.org 

Bay Area: www.lwvba.ca.lwvnet.org 

California: ca.lwv.org 

US: www.lwv.org 

 

League of Women Voters of Diablo Valley 
500 St. Mary's Road #14 
Lafayette, CA  94549 

NONPROFIT 

ORGANIZATION 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

WALNUT CREEK, CA 

PERMIT NO, 575 

The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan political organization that encourages informed and 

active participation in government and influences public policy through education and advocacy. 

ADDRESS SERVICE 
REQUESTED 

www.lwvdv.org
www.lwvba.ca.lwvnet.org
www.lwv.org

